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INTRODUCTION

The military occupation of West Florida, which terminated in 1781
with the fall of Pensacola and the suppression of the Natchez
uprising, was the last important Spanish conquest in North America.
In the critical period which followed, Spain attempted to safeguard
and even to enlarge her newly acquired territory, but the means
employed were more diplomatic than military. With the English
removed from the Mississippi Valley and the Gulf Coast, the
principal threat to Spanish territory was the westward expansion
of the United States. In this situation the Indian tribes east of
the Mississippi were of the greatest importance to Spain because
they formed a barrier against the advancing American frontier.
Esteban Mird, who administered Louisiana and West Florida during
the post war decade, first as acting governor and then as governor,
achieved significant successes in dealing with the Indians of the
borderland region between the Spanish posts and the American
settlements.

One of Miré’s first problems was to resolve the situation in West
Florida which had resulted from the Natchez insurrection of 1781.
When the town had been retaken by the Spaniards, a number of
rebels fled into the Indian hinterland, particularly the Chickasaw
country.! By the summer of 1782 there were reports that the English
had encampments near the Mississippi inhabited by at least three
hundred persons. One camp was located near Barrancas de Margot
or Chickasaw Bluffs and the second was about ten leagues above that
site.? Occupants of these camps were fugitives from Natchez, roving
traders of various nationalities, and some loyalist refugees from
the east.®> They were under the nominal command of James Colbert,
who held a commission as captain in the British army. He was
an old settler in the region who had married into the Chickasaw
tribe, and his sons were chiefs of importance.* Believing the
treatment of Blommart, Alston, and other captured leaders of the
Natchez rebellion to be unduly harsh, the English at Chickasaw
Bluffs began reprisals upon Spanish commerce along the Mississippi.
They maintained secret communication with the British settlers
of Natchez and messengers arrived almost daily with information
regarding craft coming up the river with supplies for Spanish
Illinois® Even the approximate date when these boats would pass

1 See below pp. 29, 32, 33, 60.

3 Louis Houck, ed., Spanish Régime in Missourt (2 vols,, Chicago, 1909), I, 226.

3 See below p. 15.

¢ See below pp. 31-32.
8 Houck, op. oit., I, 224,
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was known. On May 2, 1782, Colbert’s men made their most
important capture when they took a boat commanded by Silvestre
Labbadie. On board it were Sefiora Cruzat, wife of the lieutenant
governor of Spanish Illinois, and her small sons.® Crew and
passengers were held as prisoners but Sefiora Cruzat soon was per-
mitted to return to New Orleans bearing an offer from Colbert to
exchange the people he had taken for Blommart and his companions.”
Although the English band in the Chickasaw country was a
menace to all Spanish posts from Natchez north, and although
Miré admitted that the navigation of the Mississippi was “inter-
rupted from Akanzas to Ylinoeses,” he decided that a military
oxpedition to expel the British from the region would be impractical.®
ITe knew that the French, during their régime, had sent two large
forces against the Chickasaws but had been unable to punish them.
Miré estimated that a thousand regular troops supported by militia
and Indian auxiliaries would be required to guarantee a successful
campaign against Colbert’s forces if they were backed by the
Chickasaw nation. Consequently, he determined to seek a peaceful
solution through a program of conciliation. First, he offered a
general pardon to fugitives from the Natchez district if they would
return to their homes; and second, he launched a diplomatic offensive
to win the co-operation of the Chickasaws.?® Using Choctaw chiefs
as intermediaries, friendly messages were sent from Mobile and
Natchez to the Chickasaws.® From Ste. Genevidve, Captain Jacobo
Du Breuil despatched a party of Kaskaskias, Loups, and Peorias to
negotiate for the release of the prisoners.* The envoys were well
received and Piernas at Natchez, Grimarest at Mobile, and Du Breuil
all reported successful missions.** In the meantime, Cruzat, at
St. Louis, secretly induced a band of Kickapoos and Mascoutens to
attack the Chickasaws in the belief that pressure from the northern
Indians would influence them to seek peace with the Spaniards.*®
Colbert, however, continued with his original plans to harass
the Spaniards. In April, 1783, at the head of a force of about a
hundred Englishmen and a few Indians, he crossed the Mississippi
and for a week laid siege to Arkansas Post. Du Breuil successfully
resisted and Colbert withdrew. A few days later in New Orleans
the six Natchez prisoners were released as a result of the conclusion

8 Ibid., 221,

7 Houcek, op. cit., I, 219-230 ; see below pp. 18, 25-27, 29.
8 Ibid., 214.

¢ Ibid., 214215,

10 See below pp. 20, 57-58, 61-63.

1 See below pp. 50-51.

12 See below pp. 51-52, 57, 62,

18 See below pp. 53, 54,
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of peace between Spain and England. When he received this news,
Colbert also released his prisoners and the affair came to an end.4
On November 8, 1783, Du Breuil reported to Mir6 that the Chicka-
saws had requested a trader and that he had sent them Anselmo Billet
who was known to them.s

Although victorious in her drive to acquire England’s Florida
possessions and successful in Indian diplomacy, Spain failed to win
the peace at Paris. During the negotiations of August and Sep-
tember, 1782, which followed the Revolutionary War, Conde de
Aranda, who headed the Spanish peace commission, proposed that
the western boundary of the United States be drawn far to the east
of the Mississippi. The purpose was to exclude the Americans from
contact with that river and to eliminate any claims which they might
make to its use. For the sake of harmony with Spain, Vergennes,
the French minister, gave Aranda’s plan unofficial support.1®
However, the American peace commissioners, Franklin, Jay, and
Adams, entered into a separate agreement with the British represen-
tatives and a preliminary treaty was signed on November 30, 1782.
It provided for the free navigation of the Mississippi River and
made that stream the western boundary of the United States as far
south as the thirty-first degree of north latitude. The southern
boundary was to follow that parallel to the Appalachicola or Chatta-
hoochee River. A secret article included in the treaty provided that,
if England were not forced to yield West Florida to Spain, the
boundary line should be drawn eastward from the mouth of the Yazoo
River which was about a hundred miles north of the thirty-first
parallel.l”

On September 3, 1783, Great Britain ceded the Floridas to Spain
by a treaty which did not specify definite boundaries. The Spanish
diplomats were ignorant of the secret clause contained in the prelim-
inary treaty between England and the United States and did not
insist upon a clarification of the boundary question. A definitive
treaty was concluded the same day between the United States and
Great Britain and the line of the thirty-first parallel was confirmed.!®
For Spain and the United States neither the question of the use of the
Mississippi River nor that of the international boundary had been
settled.

During the Revolutionary War'the scarcity of food supplies at

4 John Walton Caughey, Bernardo de Gdlvez in Louisiana (Berkeley, 1934), 240241,

15 See below pp. 90-91.

18 Secret Journals of the Acts and Proceedings of the Continental Congress (4 vols.,
Boston, 1820-1821), IV, 63-80; Samuel Flagg Bemis, Pinckney’s Treaty (Baltimore,
1026), 38-42.

1 Secret Journals of Congress, 111, 331-338.

18 Arthur Preston Whitaker, The Spanish American Frontier: 1783-1795 (Boston,
1927), 9-12.
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New Orleans had induced the Spanish government to permit the
entry of American products. When the war ended, a change in policy
occurred. Since Spanish commerce was insufficient to sustain
Louisiana and West Florida, an attempt was made to stimulate trade
with France. Gilbert Antoine de St. Maxent, through the influence
of his son-in-law Bernardo de Gélvez, obtained a contract from the
King on November 30, 1787, which authorized him to import 380,000
pesos worth of goods into Louisiana and West Florida for the use of
the Spanish government and for his own private trading ventures.
Since the goods were not obtainable in Spain, Maxent was permitted
to purchase them in France. The concession to Maxent was a factor
in opening trade between France and Louisiana to all Spanish
subjects.1®

On January 22, 1782, a royal cedula was issued which, for a period
of ten years, permitted commerce between New Orleans and Pensacola
and French ports where Spanish consuls resided. Trade was subject
to a six percent import and export tax but Negro slaves were allowed
to enter duty free. However, the exportation of specie, except as
payment for slaves, was prohibited.? In theory, the royal order
greatly liberalized the commerce of Louisiana and West Florida and
at the same time removed the necessity of trade with the United
States. In practice the regulation of 1782 was not successful.
Maxent’s project failed because the British captured his first cargo.
Louisiana shipping never developed sufficiently to supply the needs
of the colony, nor were sufficient French shippers attracted to the
trade. Since Spain was determined to curtail American commercial
activities on the Mississippi, she eventually was forced to turn to a
British firm to meet the demands of the politically important southern
Indian trade.®*

Spanish-American relations at New Orleans were complicated by
the debts which Oliver Pollock had contracted during the war on
behalf of Virginia and the Continental Congress. Pollock had ex-
hausted his resources and his credit. Joseph Foucher, treasurer of
Louisiana, notified Pollock on November 21, 1781, that he must take
steps to reimburse the royal treasury immediately.?? Private cred-
itors were even more insistent. A considerable portion of the debts
had been incurred as a result of instructions from Jefferson, when
governor of Virginia, to draw upon Penette, Dacosta Fréres and
Company of Nantes. Since the drafts had not been covered by ship-

1 Arthur Preston Whitaker, ed., Documents Relating to the Commercial Polioy of Spain
in the Floridas (Deland, 1931), xxvii-xxix,

2 The cedula was published in French in Louisiana. See below pp. 1-4. For Spanish text

and excellent translation consult Whitaker, Documents, 30-39.

@ Lawrence Kinnaird, “International Rivalry in the Creek Country,” Floride Historical
Society Quarterly, X (1931), 66.
2 James Alton James, Oliver Pollock (New York, 1937), 271-272.
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ments of products from Virginia, the holders were not reimbursed.2
Pollock eventually sold his property in Louisiana but the money so
raised paid only a small part of his indebtedness. As a final recourse
he left his family in New Orleans and departed for the United States
to make personal appeals to the Continental Congress and the State
of Virginia.** Although resolutions were passed both by Congress
and the Virginia legislature acknowledging obligations to Pollock,
governmental finances were in such a chaotic state that he received
little immediate assistance. A plan of payment was proposed by the
Virginia House of Delegates but it proved entirely unsatisfactory to
Governor Mir6.?® One undesirable feature was that liquidation of
bills drawn by Pollock upon Penette, Dacosta, Fréres and Company
to finance George Rogers Clark’s Illinois operations was stopped and
the holders of the bills were required to present them, together with
protest charges, to the treasurer of Virginia through Francisco Ren-
dén, Spanish agent in Philadelphia.2¢6 The only immediate service for
Louisiana which Pollock was able to render during his stay in the
United States was in securing the release of a vessel belonging to
Antonio de Argot which had been captured by a Boston privateer in
the Mississippi while it was evacuating British families from West
Florida.*”

Following the war, Spain’s main objective in Louisiana and West
Florida was to establish her control over the lower Mississippi and
the territory left in dispute with the United States by the treaties of
1783. While awaiting a decision of the court relative to Mississippi
commerce, Miré continued his negotiations with the powerful southern
Indian tribes who inhabited the disputed region. He was aided by
fortunate circumstances. The Indians in general regarded the Amer-
ican frontiersmen as their natural enemies, and furthermore, numer-
ous British squaw men, traders, and loyalist refugees lived in the
Indian country. The most famous and powerful of the Indian chiefs
was Alexander McGillivray of the Upper Creeks who was the son of
a Scotch trader. He had served with British forces during the war
but at its close had returned to the Creek nation. Pressure of the
advancing American frontier caused him to turn to Spain for assis-
tance at a time when Miré was attempting to extend Spain’s influence
into the Indian country. As a result of McGillivray’s overtures, a
congress was held at Pensacola on May 30, 1784, where Governor Mir6,
Intendant Navarro, and Arturo O’Neill, the local commandant, met a
m-zm ; see below p. 10.

2 James, op. cit., 272 ; see blow pp. 11-12.

% See below pp. 76, T7-78, 81.

2 See below ibid.
7 See below p. T7.
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Creek delegation.?® McGillivray acted as spokesman for the Indians
and the congress was concluded with the signing of a treaty in which
the Creeks placed themselves under the protection of Spain. The
Creeks agreed to admit no white man to the nation without a Spanish
passport and to receive only traders with Spanish licenses. In return
for protection of Creek lands within Spain’s jurisdiction, the Indians
promised to co-operate, under orders of the Spanish governor, for
the defense of the province whenever necessary. Miré appointed
McGillivray commissioner for the King of Spain in the Creek nation
at a salary of fifty pesos a month. The Creek chief at this time
attempted to persuade the Spaniards to authorize William Panton,
a fellow loyalist and business associate, to establish a trading house
at Pensacola. The firm of Panton, Leslie and Company had been
permitted by Governor Zéspedes, in charge of East Florida, to con-
tinue its business there after English evacuation. Although McGilli-
vray’s request was not granted immediately, Panton was allowed to
retain his trading post at Apalachee. However, when other methods
of supply failed, the Spanish government, largely as a result of the
influence of McGillivray, granted to Panton, Leslie and Company a
monopoly of the southern Indian trade.?®

Between June 16 and July 16, 1784, another Indian Congress was
held at Mobile which was attended by large delegations of Choctaws,
Alibamons, and Chickasaws. Fifty-eight Choctaw villages were
represented. The Alibamons sent delegations from nine villages and
the Chickasaws from six. Treaties similar to that of Pensacola were
negotiated, with the exception that the treaty with the Chickasaws
did not bind them to come to the defense of the Spaniards in case of
war.®® By the treaties of Pensacola and Mobile Spain made herself
the protector of the southern Indian tribes and thus strengthened her
position in the disputed area. The United States negotiated the
treaty of Hopewell with the Cherokees in 1785 and, in the following
year, treaties with the Chickasaws and Choctaws, but the results
obtained were far from satisfactory. All efforts by the Americans
to come to terms with the Creeks failed and border warfare con-
tinued.®?

The western Americans countered Spain’s territorial claims by
attempting to plant colonies in the disputed region. Shortly after the

% John Walton Caughey, McGillivray of the Oreeks (Norman, Oklahoma, 1938), 2425
Manuel Serrano y Sanz, Espafia y los Indios Cherokis y Choctas en la segunda mitad del
siglo XVIII (Sevilla, 1916), 21-23.

2 Kinnaird, loc. cit., 65-66.

% Charles Gayarré, History of Louisiana (4 vols., New Orleans, ed. 4, 1903), IIT, 160;
Jane M. Berry, “Indian Policy of Spain in the Southwest, 1783-1795,”” Mississippi Valley
Historical Review, III (1917), 464 ; see below pp. 102-107.

& Indian Treaties and Laws and Regulations relating to Indian Affairs (Washington,

1826), 112-115, 162-155, 175~177; American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 15-17:
Bemis, op. cit., 57-65.
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close of the war James Robertson, the founder of Nashville, initiated
a plan to establish a settlement at Chickasaw Bluffs.** Chickasaw
opposition following the treaty with Spain at Mobile caused the
preject to be abandoned. Later William Blount, John Sevier, and
other land speculators developed a plan to found a colony at Muscle
Shoals on the Tennessee River. However, a movement to separate
the Tennessee settlements from North Carolina, which resulted in
founding the abortive State of Franklin, diverted interest from the
project and it was dropped.®®* A third effort to extend American
authority into the disputed territory was made under the auspices
of the State of Georgia. Under her old English charter this state
claimed that the Natchez region lay within her jurisdiction. Thomas
Green and other Americans who had come to Natchez during and
after the war petitioned Georgia to extend her jurisdiction to the
Mississippi.®

On February 7, 1785, a bill was passed by the Georgia assembly
creating the County of Bourbon which included territory lying
beiween the mouth of the Yazoo River and the thirty-first parallel. A
commission was appointed consisting of Nicholas Long, William
Davenport, Nathaniel Christmas, and Thomas Green to organize a
government at Natchez.** The commissioners also undertook the diffi-
cult task of trying to induce the Spaniards to evacuate the region.
On August 1, 1785, Felipe Trevifio, the Spanish commandant at
Natchez, sent Louis Chacherd to investigate conditions upon the
American western frontier.®® The strength of settlements there and
the attitude of the people were important considerations in deter-
mining Spanish action at Natchez while awaiting a decision of the
Spanish court upon the matter. Governor Mir6 proceeded cautiously
in his dealings with the Bourbon County commissioners until he
received instructions from his superior, Bernardo de Gélvez, viceroy
of Mexico and captain general of Cuba, early in November, 1785.
He then ordered the Georgia agents to depart. The Spanish decision
was supported by a resolution of the United States Congress, dated
October 13, 1785, which disapproved the act of Georgia upon the
grounds that it might disturb the friendly relations between the two
nations.*” The termination of the Bourbon County affair did not

22 See below pp. 161, 155.

s State Records of North COarolina (30 vols, Raleigh, 1886-1914), XVII, 138-139;
Albert James Pickett, History of Alabama (Sheffield, Alabama, 1896), 372-373; George
Henry Alden, “The State of Franklin,” American Historical Review, VIII (1903), 272-289 ;
Arthur Preston Whitaker, ‘“Muscle Shoals Speculation,” Mississippi Valley Historical
Review, XIII (1926), 371-375; Samuel Cole Williams, History of the Losi Staie of
Franklin (Johnson City, Tennessee, 1924), 26-33.

8 Bdmund C. Burnett, ed., “Papers Relating to Bourbon County, Georgia,” Americen
Historical Review, XV (1909-10), 68.

* Ibid., 68—69.

2 See below pp. 135, 146, 151-154.
& Burnett, op. cit., 297-98 ; See below pp. 143-145, 155.
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restore the Spaniards’ sense of security at Natchez. Agitation for
the acquisition of the region continued in the western United States
and the presence of American settlers in the Natchez district consti-
tuted an additional element of danger for Spain.

The Natchez question was soon merged with the larger issue of the
free navigation of the Mississippi. In the summer of 1784, Miré
received instructions from José de Gélvez to proclaim that neither the
English nor Americans had any right to free navigation of the
Mississippi3® Spanish officials in Louisiana made an attempt to close
the river entirely to American commerce but pressure of circumstances
forced a gradual withdrawal from this position. Actually the Missis-
sippi was closed to American trade for only a very brief interval. On
March 18, 1785, Miré reported to Galvez that a flatboat with several
prospective American settlers and a cargo of flour had arrived at
Natchez and requested instructions concerning the disposition of the
Americans and their produce. The captain general replied that
Navarro, the intendant, could use his judgment in the matter of the
flour, but he avoided a decision relative to American immigrants by
referring that difficult question to the King3® FEarly in June, 1786,
two American flathoats and one pirogue in charge of Thomas Ormis*®
arrived at Natchez#® The cargoes belonged to Ormis and Joseph
Calvert*? and Intendant Navarro promptly ordered them confiscated.
Carlos Grand-Pré, then commandant at Natchez, retained the ninety
barrels of flour for use of the Natchez garrison and sent the remaining
goods to New Orleans where they were sold at auction on August 3,
1786.42 Apparently Ormis escaped arrest and returned to the
American settlements where he denounced the Spaniards for their
harsh measures.

The seizure of American property soon brought repercussions in the
western United States. George Rogers Clark, commanding a Ken-
tucky expedition against the Indians of the Wabash, confiscated the
goods of three traders from Spanish Louisiana who were at Vincennes
without passports.** A fourth trader named Alvarez managed to
escape in the night with his boats.*> On November 15, 1786, the inci-

® Houck, op cit., I, 237.

2 See below p. 125.

%0 While he is referred to as Ormis in Spanish documents his name appears as Amis in
American documents. See Theodore Roosevelt, The Winning of the West (4 vols.,, New
York, 1889-96) III, 121, n, 2,

41 Rodriguez to Navarro, June 6, 1786, Audiencia de Santo Domingo, 87—1-21.

4 Por earlier reference to Calvert see Part L.

43 Order of confiscation by Navarro, July 21, 1786, and related documents, Archivo
General de Indias (Sevilla), Audiencia de Santo Domingo, 87~1-21; Statement by Juan
Josef Rodriguez, September 16, 1786, ibid. ; James Alton James, The Life of George Rogers
Clark (Chicago, 1928), 359—-60.

“ Justin Winsor, Westward Movement (New York, 1897), 347; James, op. oit., 359;
Temple Bodley, George Rogers Clark (Boston, 1926), 206-97.

45 See below p. 191.
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dent was reported to Cruzat, lieutenant governor of Spanish Illinois,
and the explanation offered that Clark justified the confiscation on the
basis of similar Spanish action against American commerce at
Natchez.** A few days later Cruzat received a very alarming report
that Clark was recruiting forces in the districts of Illinois, Kentucky,
and Cumberland to descend the river the following February and
attack Natchez.*” To Spanish officials both in Louisiana and Spain
it appeared that a crisis was approaching relative to the use of the
Mississippi. After Spain had closed the river in 1784, Diego de
Gardoqui had been sent to Philadelphia as chargé d’affaires with
instructions to seek an agreement with the United States regarding
the disputed boundary. Although he was empowered to make some
concessions, chiefly commercial, which would appeal to the people of
the eastern seaboard, he was directed to announce that Spain would
not permit free navigation of the Mississippi or American trade with
Spanish colonies.#® John Jay, who had been appointed to negotiate
with Gardoqui, suggested a compromise whereby the United States
would relinquish her Mississippi claims but only for a limited period.
This proposal aroused great indignation in the West and frontiersmen,
who believed that Congress had betrayed them, talked openly of
taking matters into their own hands. Separatist movements developed
in the Kentucky and Tennessee regions where Spain could expect
little restraining influence to be exerted by Congress.®

By 1787, cabinet members in Spain and the governor and intendant
in Louisiana were receptive to suggestions for easing the tension on
the American frontier. In that year Pierre Wouves d’Arges, a
Frenchman who had lived in Kentucky, arrived in Spain via Paris
where he had attracted the interest of Aranda, the Spanish Ambassa-
dor. He proposed a plan to Floridablanca designed to induce Amer-
ican settlers to migrate to Louisiana and West Florida so that these
regions would develop at the expense of the western United States.
As a safety measure he also recommended that the Mississippi should
be opened to American commerce subject to the payment of normal
duties. Influenced by the Clark affair and the Bourbon County
episode, the cabinet accepted the proposal and appointed d’Arges as
immigration agent for Spain in Kentucky. Royal orders were des-
patched to Gardoqui and Miré on August 23, and September 5,
respectively explaining d’Argés’ mission and the changes in Spain’s
policy relative to the Mississippi which was to be opened to American
commerce subject to a twenty-five percent duty.5°

4 See below p. 191.

47 See below pp. 191-192.

4 Whitaker, Spanish American Frontier, 1788-1795, T1.
4 Winsor, op. cit., 339-341, 347-350.

& Whitaker, op. c¢it., 81; Gayarré, op. cit., III, 197.
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From the Clark affair there stemmed a second plan for the solution
of the Mississippi problem. While rumors were still prevalent that
Clark was enlisting men for an expedition against Natchez, the lieu-
tenant governor at St. Louis received a message from James Wilkin-
son, a merchant and politician of Kentucky, expressing on behalf of
the law-abiding citizens of that district disapproval of Clark’s con-
duct.5* Thus introduced, Wilkinson in the following summer arrived
at New Orleans with a flatboat laden with Kentucky produects.
Governor Miré and Intendant Navarro received him courteously,
permitted him to sell his cargo without payment of duties, and
listened to his discussion of separatism in the West.5? On September
5, Wilkinson presented a memorial which proposed that he should be
employed to work for the separation of the Kentucky region from
the Union with the objective of a subsequent alignment with Spain.
Free use of the Mississippi was to be the chief inducement offered for
such action and, therefore, until the separation occurred, commerce,
according to Wilkinson, ought to be prohibited to all Americans
except himself. Although his main interest lay in securing a com-
mercial monopoly, an alternative proposal was included to the effect
that Wilkinson was to act as agent for Spain to promote emigration
from the United States to Louisiana and West Florida. Miré and
Navarro understood Wilkinson’s financial motives but, believing that
they had made a satisfactory deal, they strongly recommended that
the court accept his proposals.®

The Spanish council of ministers, after reviewing the entire Missis-
sippi Valley situation, went farther in appeasing the western
Americans than had been done the preceding year. It reduced duties
to fifteen percent on produce coming down the river and authorized
Miré to make additional reductions to six percent in cases where
shippers were persons of importance and influence. Immigration
regulations were liberalized so that non-Catholics might enter
Louisiana and West Florida with a guarantee of religious toleration.
Wilkinson was selected as Spain’s agent in Kentucky instead of
d’Argés but his recommendations relative to commerce on the Missis-
sippi were rejected. The government’s decisions were embodied in a
royal order of December 1, 1788. Although Mird was instructed to
keep in communication with Wilkinson, he was also directed not to
support openly any separatist agitation in the United States.5

& Whitaker, op. c¢it., 97; id., “James Wilkinson’s First Descent to New Orleans in 1787,”
Hispanic American Iistorical Review, VIII (1925), 86.

82 Willlam R. Shepherd, “Wilkinson and the Beginnings of the Spanish Conspiracy,”
American Historical Review, IX (1904), 494495 ; Gayarré, op. cit., III, 194-195.

& Manuel Serrano y Sanz, Bl Brigadier James Wilkinson, y sus Tratos con Bspafia para
la Independencia del Kentucky (Madrid, 1915), 17-21; Whitaker, Spanish American
Frontier: 1783—1795, 99 ; Shepherd, loc. cit., 496-505. Miré recommended Wilkinson for

a pension but it was not until 1792 that a stipend of 2000 pesos was authorized.
seWhitaker, op. cit., 99-103.
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Despite relaxation of Spanish commercial regulations in 1787 and
1788, trade between Louisiana and the United States developed
slowly. It was not until 1790 that American flatboats began to come
down the Mississippi River in appreciable numbers. There was also
some renewal of commerce by sea.’® One contributory factor was the
great fire of 1788 which destroyed a large part of New Orleans. The
scarcity of supplies which resulted from this disaster led to the impor-
tation of necessities from the United States. Miré immediately
dispatched three ships to Philadelphia with a request that Gardoqui
procure as soon as possible medicines, provisions, building materials,
and other items needed at New Orleans.? He also requested that
Gardoqui grant permission to American vessels to sail for Louisiana
with foodstuffs. The responsibility of rehabilitating New Orleans
fell almost entirely upon the governor since Martin Navarro, the
experienced intendant, had recently departed.’” Mir6 was directed by
royal order of February 25, 1788, to assume the office of intendant
as well as that of governor. His measures, in addition to importation
of supplies, included the fixing of prices on foodstufls and an attempt
to stabilize the currency by receiving limited amounts of paper pesos
in exchange for silver.®® More favorable commercial opportunities
soon brought a number of American merchants to New Orleans and
among them was Oliver Pollock. He arrived shortly after the time of
the fire with the intention of re-establishing himself in the Louisiana
trade so that he might pay his still outstanding Revolutionary War
debts. However, he also brought a confidential message for Mird
from John Brown, a delegate to Congress from the district of Ken-
tucky. Brown described the plans of that region to declare itself
independent and then to initiate negotiations with Spain relative to
“the opening of a commercial intercourse with reciprocal advantages.”
He explained that at the proper time he would send the “necessary
documents” to Pollock so that he might present them to Mir6.%°

Until the royal order of December 1, 1788, became known in the
American West, separatist movements flourished. John Brown,
Harry Innes, Benjamin Sebastian, and other prominent leaders sup-
ported the Wilkinson plan in Kentucky. James White, a delegate to
Congress from North Carolina, had suggested to Gardoqui in August,
1786, that the people of the western settlements might be willing to
secede from the Union and place themselves under the protection of

55 I'bid., 95 ; Arthur Preston Whitaker, The Mississippi Question, 1795—1808 (New York,
1934), 84; id., “Reed and Forde: Merchant Adventurers of Philadelphia,” Pennsylvania
Magazine of History and Biography, LXI (1937), 243-253.

5 Gayarré, op. oit., 11X, 204.

57 Aleée Fortier, A History of Louisiana (4 vols., New York, 1904), II, 118.

82 Caroline Maude Burson, The Stewardship of Dor Hstehan Mird, 1782-1798 (New
Orleans, 1940), 95.

5 James, Oliver Pollock, 330 ; Gayarré, op. cit., III, 222,
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might remain provided they took an oath of allegiance to Spain.
Although the Catholic religion was to be the only one tolerated,
arrangements were made to send in English-speaking priests to serve
the district.” Upon the basis of this royal order Gardoqui soon began
to issue passports to Americans who wished to move to Louisiana.

A significant event in the history of Mississippi Valley colonization
under Spain was the arrival of Bryan Bruin at New Orleans in 1787.
On March 31, he presented a petition to Governor Mir6 on behalf of
himself and a group of Virginia Catholics for permission to settle in
West Florida. The governor approved the request and granted to
each family a tract of land to be located in unoccupied areas fronting
upon the Mississippi or any of the creeks or bayous. Each tract was
to consist of eight hundred arpents and a second grant of equal size
was promised when the first was under cultivation. At the same time,
Miré announced that other Catholic families would be received in the
province under the same conditions. He reported his action to his
government and by October, 1787, had received a royal order approv-
ing it." The project of Bruin was important for two reasons. First,
his mission to New Orleans antedated the visit of Wilkinson and the
arrival of d’Argds in Spain. Second, as a result of Miréd’s decision to
make liberal grants to Bruin and his associates, it became known that
lands might be obtained more easily in Spanish territory than in the
United States. Bryan Bruin and his son, Peter Bryan Bruin, became
influential planters in West Florida and later received additional
grants of land in the valley of the Ouachita.

After Bruin’s successful venture, other promoters of colonies and
land speculation schemes soon applied to Gardoqui and Miré for
permission to bring in American immigrants. In the fall of 1787,
William Fitzgerald, who had arrived in New Orleans with a recom-
mendation from Gardoqui, asked for authorization to transport thirty
Catholic families from New York to Louisiana. Governor Miré
gave his approval and Navarro granted him 1,000 pesos to assist in
paying his expenses.”” In the following year George Rogers Clark
attempted to interest Gardoqui in a plan to found an American
colony in Upper Louisiana opposite the mouth of the Ohio. He
explained that the colony would attract great numbers of American
settlers and applied for a grant of about one hundred square miles.
Clark sought to obtain certain guarantees of religious and political
freedom for prospective settlers and because of that, his plan was
rejected.”™ About the same time Baron Von Steuben made a similar
"% Gayarst, op. cit., ILL, 177175,

7 Lawrence Kinnaird, “American Penetration into Spanish Louisiana,” in New Spain
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7 James, op. cit., 392-395 ; Bodley, op. cit., 336~337.



INTRODUCTION XXV

proposal.” He applied for 200,000 acres which he planned to dis-
tribute to settlers in lots of 230 acres. Gardoqui forwarded the appli-
cation to Spain but no action was taken. In the spring of 1789
Peter Paulus, an inn-keeper of Philadelphia, arrived in New Orleans
with a group of thirty-four persons whom he had induced to migrate
to Louisiana. His proposition to Governor Miré was that he would
bring three thousand Dutch and German settlers from western
Pennsylvania to the province provided the Spanish government would
grant each family six hundred arpents of land and pay the expenses
of transportation. Mir6 rejected the proposal and made it clear that
he could not offer any financial aid to colonists.’** However, when
the ship Concepcidn arrived from Philadelphia with 178 immigrants,
he established 133 of them in Feliciana at the expense of the royal
treasury.®® The period from 1787 through 1789 was one of active
interest in colonization projects for Louisiana and West Florida.
Wilkinson had certain obscure imperialistic designs, while Joseph
Martin sought permission from McGillivray to settle five hundred
American families on the Tombigbee River.8? In 1789 William Butler
and Augustin Macarty each applied to Mir6 for financial support of
schemes to bring in large numbers of Irish Catholics from the United
States.®:

Of the numerous plans devised by Americans for the purpose of
planting colonies in Spanish territory only that of George Morgan
resulted in the founding of a new town. Morgan had secured from
Gardoqui the promise of a large concession of land on the west side
of the Mississippi just below the mouth of the Ohio. He had set
out to examine the region without waiting for the approval of the
Spanish government and reached the Mississippi on February 14,
1789. After exploring the region, he decided to found a new city
about twelve leagues below the mouth of the Ohio, at a place called
by the French traders I’Anse a la Graisse. Here a town was laid out
to which was given the name New Madrid. Morgan’s party con-
structed storehouses for provisions and in the spring prepared and
planted about a hundred acres of land.** While Morgan was em-
ployed in establishing his settlement, his work was secretly opposed
by General Wilkinson who wrote to Governor Miré criticizing the
terms of the grant from Gardoqui and pointing out that the settlers

% Frederich Kapp, The Life of Frederick William von Steuben (New York, 1859),
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would have the right of self-government and freedom in establishing
churches other than Catholic. Consequently, when Morgan went to
New Orleans to consult the governor, he failed to secure his approval.
Miré declared that Gardoqui had no authority to promise a land
grant in Louisiana and that settlement could be made only according
to the regulations of the King. Instead of the large concession which
Morgan had expected, the governor offered him 1,000 acres and a
like amount for each of his sons. Morgan’s whole plan was nullified
by Miré’s decision and, as a result, he returned to Pennsylvania. In
July, 1789, the governor sent Lieutenant Pierre Foucher with a detach-
ment of soldiers to New Madrid with instructions to take command
and to erect a fort. Mir6’s action temporarily halted the progress of
the new town but eventually it became one of the important establish-
ments of Spanish Illinois, attracting French as well as American
settlers.®

The policy of Governor Miré was opposed to making large land
grants to promoters of colonization schemes which savored of specu-
lation. On the other hand, from the time of Bruin’s arrival in New
Orleans he made individual grants to those who desired to settle in
Spanish territory. The change in Spanish attitude toward immi-
grants from the United States had come swiftly. On April 23, 1785,
Bernardo de Galvez had referred to them as “enemies within our
territory,”®¢ but before the end of 1788 they were welcomed and even
guaranteed religious toleration.®” Grand-Pré, the commandant at
Natchez, reported 128 arrivals from Kentucky, Cumberland, and
Virginia during the first half of 1788.®®¢ The growth of population
in the Natchez district resulted in its organization as a separate juris-
diction under a governor. Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, a man educated
in. England, was recommended by Miré for the post and his appoint-
ment was approved on February 7, 1789.%°

In Lower Louisiana and West Florida a favorable tobacco market,
as well as free land, was a strong inducement to immigration. The
tobacco industry was a Spanish governmental monopoly and the pur-
chasing program had artificially stimulated planting. In September,
1782, the viceroy of Mexico wrote to Mird that a million pounds of
tobacco would be purchased in Louisiana. Although production did
not immediately meet the quota, Mir6 reported that the shipment
for 1786 was a million pounds and brought 500,000 pesos profit to
the royal treasury. Hope of selling Kentucky tobacco to the Spanish

8 Savelle, op. cit., 215-228; Gayarré, op. cit., III, 243-246; Houck, op. cft., XI, 120~
130. For documents pertaining to the founding of New Madrid see Houck, Spanish
Régime in Missouri, I, 275-309,

8 See below p. 125.

# Whitaker, op. cit., 103.

8 See below pp. 257-258.
% See below pp. 266-267.
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government at a high price was one of the inducements which brought
Wilkinson to New Orleans. To further the Kentucky scheme and to
absorb the local production Miré recommended that the government
buy six million pounds. In the fall of 1789, news arrived that the
Viceroy of Mexico was stopping importation of the usual million
pound allotment. Planters of the Natchez district promptly peti-
tioned for financial assistance listing their liabilities as 401,000 pesos.
Much of this indebtedness had resulted from the purchase of slaves
to enlarge their plantings. In October, 1789, Miré reported that it
would be necessary for the government to buy eight million pounds a
year to meet the needs of the colony.®® He probably included in his
estimate considerable purchases of Kentucky tobacco which were to
be made for political reasons. However, for the year 1789, produc-
tion for the two districts, Natchez and Pointe Coupée, amounted
to somewhat more than one and a half million pounds.®* With the
Mexico market closed, shipments were made to Spain but buying was
limited to two million pounds. A royal order of December 25, 1790,
reduced purchases to 40,000 pounds. Because of the hardship thus
caused the planters, the government in July, 1791, agreed to accept
the two million pounds originally specified but only for one year. In
consequence, 1791 marked the end of extensive tobacco cultivation
under the Spanish régime in the Mississippi Valley.?

In the meantime, a new danger for Spain had appeared as a result
of the activities of the Yazoo Land Companies. These companies
proposed to establish American colonies and commercial enterprises
within Spanish territory and included a number of Americans pre-
viously interested in individual colonization and land speculation
projects. From Georgia the companies secured tracts of land totalling
fifteen million acres located in the territory which was in dispute
between Spain and the United States. The Tennessee Company
secured the Muscle Shoals region. Chickasaw Bluffs was included in
the grant of the Virginia Company. Lands of the South Carolina
Company were situated south of those of the Virginia Company and
included the Walnut Hills region at the mouth of the Yazoo River.
The state of Georgia made no attempt at political control or organiza-
tion of the Yazoo projects as she had done in the case of the old
Bourbon and Houston County enterprises. She merely sold the land.?

The South Carolina Company was very ambitious in its objectives
and planned to engage in land speculation, Indian commerce, and
the slave trade. The company hoped to establish a large colony on
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the Yazoo and to make Walnut Hills a port of entry for the entire
Mississippi Valley. In this enterprise Spanish sanction was sought.
Wilkinson, who had failed in his first Spanish enterprise, became
interested in the scheme and in the beginning recommended it highly
to Mird. At that time Wilkinson hoped to become general agent
for the company, and was disappointed when James O’Fallon was
selected.”* Through Miré, Gardoqui, and Zéspedes, governor of Fast
Florida, O’Fallon sought the approbation of the Spanish government
for the enterprise. Ile also wrote to Colonel Bryan Bruin, and
attempted to win his support. O’Fallon assured the Spanish officials
that, if they would sanction the venture, the South Carolina Company
would create a buffer state between the United States and the posses-
sions of Spain.®

O’Fallon set out for the west with secret instructions to make
treaties with the Chickasaw and Choctaw Indians and then to occupy
the company’s lands immediately. In Kentucky he cultivated the
acquaintance of Wilkinson because of the latter’s supposed influence
with Miré and other Spanish officials in New Orleans. Although
Wilkinson had failed to secure the position in the company he had
expected, he had been given a block of stock.?® At this time the
Nootka crisis occurred. In the summer of 1789, Spain had seized
British vessels at Nootka Sound on Vancouver Island, and in May,
1790, a British ultimatum to Spain brought a threat of war. The
United States was asked to give permission for British troops from
Canada to pass through its territory to invade Louisiana.®” The
Spaniards at St. Louis prepared for an attack. While Washington
and his cabinet were considering the English request, Wilkinson wrote
to Moultrie, one of the directors of the South Carolina Company,
that he was withdrawing from the organization. He explained that
O’Fallon had changed the original plan and, instead of making a
peaceful settlement under Spanish sanction, now proposed with
British aid to take possession of the territory. George Rogers Clark,
who had supplanted Wilkinson as advisor to O’Fallon, was to be
commander of the expedition. Wilkinson sent Miré a copy of his
letter to Moultrie and followed it with letters designed to arouse
suspicion and alarm.’® O’Fallon apparently realized the danger of
Wilkinson’s influence with Miré. On December 21, 1790, he wrote
a letter to Colonel Bryan Bruin in which he described Wilkinson as
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a politician and spy who was dealing with the British while attempt-
ing to get a pension from Spain, and predicted that he would “fall
between two stools.” ?® In this he was wrong despite the fact that
his letter eventually reached the governor’s hands. He soon received
a warning that he would be arrested if he entered Spanish territory.1%
As a last resort O’Fallon informed Miré that Lord Dorchester, the
governor general of Canada, had already written to the company
and it might support the British if Spain rejected his overtures.1!

The South Carolina Company, however, like the other Yazoo
companies, failed because opposition developed both in the United
States and the Spanish governments. The settlement of the Nootka
controversy eliminated the danger of British interference. Gayoso
de Lemos, the governor of the Natchez district, established a fort at
Walnut Hills as a precautionary measure. He later reported: “By
my prompt settlement in Nogales the operations of O’Fallon were
restrained and were completely destroyed by an inquiry of the Pres-
ident of Congress.” 192 President Washington issued a proclamation
against the Yazoo projects because of the Hopewell treaty of 1786
which had guaranteed to the Chickasaws and Choctaws lands which
the company proposed to occupy.®® Neither the South Carolina
Company nor the Virginia Company had been able to establish any
colonies on their lands. The Tennessee Company, under the manage-
ment of Zachariah Cox, planned a settlement at Muscle Shoals but
this was broken up by McGillivray’s Creeks.104

Spain’s relations with the Indian tribes of the Mississippi Valley
constituted a problem of major importance. As long as the tribes
east of the Mississippi continued to maintain effective resistance
against the Americans, Spain’s position was relatively secure. How-
ever, during Miré’s administration there were evidences that some of
the Indians were ready to give up the struggle and retire to the west
of the Mississippi where they might become a burden rather than an
asset to Spain. In August, 1784, a party of 260 Indians of the
Iroquois, Shawnee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Cherokee, and Loup tribes
came to St. Louis to appeal for aid against the Americans.’® This
was only a beginning. Before long, parties of Shawnees began to
drift into Spanish territory. A band of Cherokees in May, 1788,
came to St. Louis and asked permission of Lieutenant Governor Perez
to move into Spanish territory. Perez opposed the idea for the reason
that additional expense would be incurred for presents to the

” See below pp. 397-398.

10 See below p. 402.

10 See below p. 403.

102 Robertson, op. ¢it., II, 281.

108 Haskins, op. cit., 405—407.

1% American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 112, 113, 115, 126, 172, 178.
105 See below pp. 117-119.



XXX INTRODUCTION

Indians.*® However, Miré stated on April 20, 1789, that he had
granted permission to the Cherokees and Mascoutens to settle in
Spanish Illinois.*” In the following September, Valliere, the com-
mandant of Arkansas Post, reported that Shawnees and Abenaquis
had applied for admission to his district. He refused it because he
was afraid that they might ally themselves with the hostile Osages.198
Four months later a band of Miamnis came to Arkansas secking similar
permission.’® DeBlanc, commandant of Natchitoches, reported on
May 4, 1790, that the Miamis were appealing to him to allow them
to remain in his district.’*® By the end of the summer both Miamis
and Kaskaskias were settling on the Ouachita.’** The Chickasaws,
who were accustomed to hunt west of the Mississippi, appeared in
considerable force in 1790 and caused alarm by pursuing some Illinois
Indians into the Caddo country where they killed them.'*? All the
tribes in southwestern Louisiana were becoming restless.

On the Texas frontier conditions were less satisfactory than in
the days of De Mézidres. Jurisdictional difficulties over traders
developed. Governor Cabello of Texas on December 15, 1783, pro-
tested to Miré that Louisiana traders were supplying arms to Texas
tribes who in turn traded them to the hostile Lipan Apaches.'*® In
1788, Governor Miré finally announced that trade with Texas was
prohibited and gave instructions that no passports were to be issued
for that province.!** The chief difficulty was that the Texas tribes
did not have traders as in the days of De M¢éziéres. Armant, the
purveyor general for all the tribes of the Louisiana-Texas frontier,
who lived at Nacodoches, was unable to keep the Indians adequately
supplied and was himself in debt.}® Miré’s attempts to stop the
trade with the Texas Indians was unsuccessful and on March 2, 1791,
Revilla Gigedo, viceroy of Mexico, complained to him that the Lipan
Apaches were still being supplied indirectly by Louisiana traders.!1®
Within Louisiana there were also jurisdictional difficulties with
Indian traders. The commandants of Natchitoches objected to the
activities of Ouachita traders among the Caddos; and all the officials
of the southern districts complained of the trade carried on from
Spanish Illinois with the Osages who were pushing southward and
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attacking both the Indians and the whites in the valleys of the
Arkansas and Red rivers.117

The depredations of the Great Osage and Little Osage tribes gave
Spain her most serious Indian problem west of the Mississippi. Dur-
ing Miré’s administration the Caddos; Kichais, Pawnees, and the
inhabitants of Arkansas bore the brunt of Osage attacks although
settlers of such widely separated districts as Natchitoches and Illinois
suffered at their hands. In March, 1785, the governor arranged for a
conference at New Orleans between chiefs of the Arkansas band of
Osages and the great chief of the Caddos.*® A peace was agreed upon
but quickly broken by the Osages who, without provocation, attacked
the Caddos and Kichais.'*® Du Breuil, commandant of Arkansas, on
December 29, 1786, reported to Miré a disturbing rumor that Benito
Viésquez, a trader of Spanish Illinois, had warned the Osages that a
force was being assembled at Arkansas to attack them and, further-
more, that he had promised to bring them supplies.’?® Although the
rumor proved to be an Osage invention, it caused an investigation of
Vasquez’s activities. He had wintered among the Osages in 1784-85,
but Lieutenant Governor Cruzat at St. Louis reported that the charges
against him were false.??* Du Breuil recommended that all trade with
the Osages be stopped. On January 25, 1787, Governor Miré ordered
that this plan be carried out and instructed Du Breuil to encourage
the Kadohadachos and their allies to attack the Osages.*?> The fol-
lowing May, Mir6 directed Cruzat to allow no trade with the Osages
in Spanish Illinois and to influence other nations against them. He
admitted that the province could not afford a war but recommended
that Cruzat should have Chouteau distribute two hundred pounds of
powder and four hundred pounds of ball to the enemies of the
Osages.’?® However, there was no improvement in the situation.

In the summer of 1788, the Osages invaded the territory of the
Kichais and were reported within twenty leagues of the outlying
cattle ranches of Natchitoches where their main objective seemed to
be horse stealing.?* The Kichais were forced to move and settled
within six leagues of the Little Caddos.'?® No effective measures were
devised to check these depredations although, on May 8, 1789, the
people of Arkansas petitioned for permission to declare war upon the
Osages.128 The only resistance against the Osages at this time was
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made by Indians rather than Spaniards or Frenchmen. DeBlanc of
Natchitoches reported on September 80, 1789, that the Comanches,
Tawehash, Wichitas, Yscanis, and Tonkawas had formed a band of
seven hundred warriors and successfully attacked an Osage village*"
Despite that fact, Osage bands were soon making new incursions into
the Natchitoches district. On January 20, 1790, DeBlanc again wrote
to Miré that the Osages had arrived at the first cowpens of the post
and that the inhabitants were alarmed.’?® The Great Caddos, who
had been forced to move their village in 1788 because of Osage attacks,
finally in February, 1790, took refuge among the Little Caddos.
DeBlanc recommended to the governor that an expedition be sent
against the Osages and stated that he would join it with a force from
Natchitoches.!?®

In the following August Perez at St. Louis suggested to Miré that
the Indians and hunters of Arkansas be given ammunition to fight the
Osages. He reported that the Sacs, Foxes, and Towas had promised
their co-operation and, in March, 1791, Delino of Arkansas wrote
that a council was to be held near the St. Francis River by many
tribes who were planning to make war upon the Osages.’*® Mir6 sent
orders to the frontier posts to furnish supplies to Indians who were
the enemies of the Osages but again little was accomplished. Refer-
ring to these instructions, Perez, on October 5, 1791, pointed out that
the cost in Spanish Illinois would, in all probability, reach twenty
thousand pesos with no guarantee of success since the strength of the
Osages amounted to eight or nine hundred warriors. Consequently,
he recommended that a fort be constructed near the principal Osage
village as a method of control, and explained that the French had
used this scheme successfully.3t However, no action was taken and
Miré’s administration ended with the Osage problem still unsolved.

East of the Mississippi Spain’s Indian problem was different in
character because of the dependence of the southern tribes upon her
for supplies and arms necessary to resist the Americans. The Creeks
in particular kept up an intermittent warfare along the American
frontier. Attempts by Congress and the State of Georgia to bring
peace by negotiations had failed largely because of Spanish support
given to the Creeks. However, in 1787 when Spain was beginning
her policy of appeasement toward the Americans, Miré suggested to
McGillivray that he come “o terms with them. To enforce his request,
he even cut off temporarily the subsidy to the Creeks?®* Eventually
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McGillivray agreed to meet a United States commission at Rock
Landing in September, 1789, but the conference soon terminated
because the Creek chief refused to yield to American demands3s
Shortly thereafter the Nootka Sound affair, which brought a threat
of war between Spain and England, convinced McGillivray that a
treaty with the United States would be expedient. In the eventuality
of war, Panton, Leslie and Company would probably be unable to
supply the southern Indian trade and it would be necessary to import
goods from the United States. Furthermore, at this crucial time the
Spanish government was still urging McGillivray to settle his differ-
ences with the Americans. He, therefore, accepted an invitation from
the United States government and set out for New York, where on
August 7, 1790, a treaty was concluded which established a new
boundary between the American settlements and the Creek country.
As the line was a compromise, neither the Georgians nor the Creeks
were satisfied. Spain was also displeased because McGillivray ceded
territory as far west as the Oconee River and had agreed that only
traders with United States government licenses were to be permitted
in the Creek country. When the Nootka affair was settled without
war, neither McGillivray nor the Spaniards regarded a treaty between
the Creeks and the United States as essential.34

McGillivray failed to secure ratification of the new boundary line
by the Creeks largely because of strong opposition which developed
under the leadership of William Augustus Bowles, an agent of a
New Providence Island firm and a leader of the pro-British faction
among the Lower Creeks. At the time of the Nootka affair Bowles
had taken a delegation of Creek and Cherokee chiefs to London for
the purpose of promoting a scheme to create an independent Indian
nation under British protection.’®® Upon his return he utilized dis-
satisfaction caused by the treaty of New York in an attempt to
displace McGillivray as leader and spokesman for the southern Indian
tribes. He built up a strong personal following in the Lower Creek
country and assumed the title of Director General of the Creek Nation.
His opposition prevented the execution of the treaty and American
commissioners waited in vain at Rock Landing for the delegation of
chiefs which was to assist in surveying the new boundary line.s¢

During the last years of Miré’s administration there were many evi-
dences of increased British influence among the Indians from the Gulf
to Canada. Spain had been unable to establish any effective control
murk Kinnaird, “The Rock Landing Conference of 1789,” North Carolina
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in the northern part of the province of Louisiana. The Indian trade
of St. Louis expanded slowly and was on a smaller scale than that of
the British of Canada.®” Juan Muniere in 1789 reached the Ponca
tribe on the Niobrara River and later petitioned for the exclusive right
to trade with these Indians. In 1790 Jacques D’Eglise ascended the
Missouri as far as the Mandan villages.!*®* Receiving no military
support, the St. Louis traders found it dlfﬁcult to compete with their
British rivals who frequently penetrated far enough to the south
to supply the Osages.'*® Perez reported from St. Louis in April,
1791, that English traders were operating among the Omahas and
Pawnees and recommended the construction of a fort at the mouth
of the Des Moines River and another on the San Pedro or Minnesota
River to prevent their entry into Spanish territory.!*® Nevertheless,
in the region north of the Ohio, Canadian traders worked generally
to Spain’s advantage because they supplied arms and ammunition
to the Indians and prolonged their resistance against the Americans.
Increased Indian depredations along the western frontier of the
United States in 1790 convinced General St. Clair that the Wabash
tribes and Miamis, with British encouragement, were conspiring for
a general war. As a result, an expedition was organized at Fort
Washington in September under the command of General Harmar,
who, with a force of 320 regulars and 1,133 militia, advanced to the
head of the Maumee and destroyed several Miami and Delaware
villages.*** Later, three of his detachments were ambushed by the
Indians and he was forced to retreat after suffering heavy losses. In
the following year General St. Clair met with greater disaster. At
a tributary of the Wabash his army was surprised and cut to pieces
on November 4, 1791, by northern Indians under Little Turtle, chief
of the Miamis.'*#® The defeat occurred at a time when Bowles was
fomenting hostility among the southern Indians against the Ameri-
cans. In fact, an unauthenticated report appeared in an American
paper to the effect “that this inveterate enemy of the United States
was with the Indians in the action near the Miami towns on the 4th
of November last.” 143

Bowles’ scheme of creating an independent Indian nation had an
interesting parallel in the ideas of Lord Dorchester, who in 1791 was
considering the possibility of a buffer Indian state between the United
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1% Nasatir, “The Anglo-Spanish Frontier on the Upper Mississippi, 1786-1796,” Iowa
Journal of History and Politics, XXIX, 167.

140 See below p. 411.

11 Winsor, op. cit., 417-420.

143 Ibid., 428, 430.
13 American Museum, XI, Appendix III, p. 40.
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States and Canada.'** Governor J. G. Simcoe of Upper Canada
wrote to Henry Dundas that Bowles had once served under him. He
had taught to Bowles “a system of colonization” which he “thought
practicable & might be eventually of great utility to this country.”’1#
Bowles, however, quickly clashed with Spain when he attempted to
open the southern Indian country to free trade and to break the
monopoly of Panton, Leslie and Company.4¢ On December 4, 1791,
he wrote to Arturo O’Neill, commandant of Pensacola, stating that
the chiefs of the Creek and Cherokee nations demanded free ports on
the coast of West Florida. He enclosed with his letter a memorial from
a council representing both nations to His Catholic Majesty addressed
to Floridablanca in which he expressed his desire for a peaceful under-
standing between Spain and the Indians. He explained that 500 men
had already been sent to the coast with orders to take possession of
the harbors. He wrote as follows: “Your Excellency may be assured
that I shall act with every degree of caution and respect toward all
subjects of Spain until the answer is returned from His Catholic
Majesty, which I hope will settle everything in friendship—I there-
fore request that Your Excellency will give immediate orders that no
violence be offered to persons or vessels going to and from our ports
and wearing our flag, for if any should be committed we shall look
upon it as a breach of peace, and I shall take steps accordingly.”1¢
Bowles’ power among the Creeks grew so rapidly that James Sea-
grove, United States Indian agent, soon expressed the opinion that
a “total subversion of Mr. M’Gillivray’s influence would shortly take
place.” 14 He believed “unless some stir was made in his favor that
Bowles would rule the nation.”* Thus the operations of Bowles
threatened the whole Spanish system of defense created by the treaties
of Pensacola and Mobile in 1784 and offset the favorable results of
Indian victories in the north.

At this critical time the administration of Governor Miré termi-
nated and the problems created by Bowles were left to his successor.
On December 80, 1791, after ten years of competent service, Mird
turned over his office to Baron de Carondelet.15°

44 Samuel F. Bemis, Jay’s Treaty (New York, 1923), 116-117.

148 Frnest Alexander Cruikshank, ed., The Correspondence of Lieutenant Governor John
Graves Simcoe (5 vols. Toronto, 1923-31), I, 50,

18 Kinnaird, loc. cit., 164-166.

47 Bowles to O’Neill, December 4, 1791, AGI, Papeles do Cuba, legafo 23T1.

us American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 296.

40 1hid. .

w0 Gayarré, op. oft., I1I, 312.






CoMMERCIAL PrIVILEGES GRANTED T0 LoUISIaxa AND WesT FLORIDA
January 22, 17821

Royal Cedula granting new fawors to encourage the commerce
of Louisiana, 1782. By order of His Majesty.

Trr Kina

I have always ardently desired and ceaselessly labored for the
happiness of my dear and faithful subjects, and to make them enjoy
the great advantages secured by freedom of commerce, I have never
lost sight of so important a purpose in all the decisions I have made,
and in all the orders which it has pleased me to send to my vast
possessions of the Indies, since I am strongly persuaded that noth-
ing contributes so much to the wealth, the power, and the prosperity
of a state as the protection which is accorded to commerce and
industry. The province of Louisiana has been one of the first objects
of my cares, from the time that it was joined to my crown, and
my paternal love towards the inhabitants of that colony has induced
me from that time on to prove to them repeatedly that I was looking
upon them as a distinguished portion of my dominions, and that,
through the change of sovereignty, their welfare should suffer no
impairment.

Notwithstanding all my wishes, and despite the favors and
exemptions which it has pleased me to grant them at various times,
and especially through articles 48, 49, and 50 of the Regulation of
Free Commerce to the Indies, October 12, 1778, where they are com-
piled, experience has shown that they have not fully accomplished
all the benefits that I had hoped for the good of this province. Its
position, the industry of its inhabitants, the fur trade with the great
number of heathen Indian nations surrounding them, and the export
goods produced by their land that are suitable for the European
trade, require a regulation adjusted to these particular circumstances.
These considerations caused me to ask Don Bernardo de Gélvez,
governor and captain general of this province, for all the necessary
information, and, at the same time, I commanded him to submit
to me the means that he would deem the most suitable, and the
principles that could be adopted with the greatest confidence, in
order to encourage the trade of the colony and to render it as
flourishing as possible in view of the richness of its soil and its
position. The governor, having sent detailed reports as to the
advantages with which nature has endowed this country, has sub-

1 Bancroft Library (Printed in French). Spanish text cited above, p. xiv, note 20. All
documents herein are translated from Spanish unless otherwise indicated.
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mitted to me various ways of exploiting them, and added his own
ideas, which prove the necessity of opening a market for the
products of the colony, in exchange for the goods which it needs
for its consumption and its Indian trade.

Everything has been fully considered, including the memorandum
which Colonel Don Gilbert Antoine de Maxent, commandant of the
militias of New Orleans, has just recently presented. In it he
urges me to adopt several advantageous projects dictated by his
zeal, and based on his experience and his perfect knowledge of the
relations the colony can have with the mother country and the neigh-
boring nations, especially since, by the force of my arms, I have
re-entered into possession of the vast regions lately occupied by the
English in West Florida. Desiring also to recompense the dis-
tinguished services and the faithfulness of which the inhabitants of
Louisiana have given so much proof in the last campaigns to reunite
the said possessions to my Crown: I have resolved and I command
that in the future the favors and exemptions granted in the aforesaid
articles 48, 49, and 50 of the cited Regulation of Free Commerce with
the I ndws, shall.have their full and entire effect, Wlth the following
additions and declarations:

ARTICLE I

I permit, for the space of ten years beginning with the day of
the peace proclamation, the vessels belonging to my subjects, both
of these kingdoms and the colony, and used for commercial voyages
to New Orleans and Pensacola, to sail directly with their cargoes
from the French ports where my consuls reside, and likewise to
return directly to these same ports with the goods and furs of
Louisiana and Western Florida, except for money, of which the
exportation by this way is absolutely forbidden. There shall be a
specific and indispensable condition that my consuls shall make a
general invoice of all the goods and merchandise shipped, to be
signed and sealed and given to the captain or first mate of the ship,
so that he may present it to the customs office of his port of destina-
tion. The consuls, before delivering the invoice, will have a copy of
it made to be sent to the Minister of the Affairs of the Indies, so
that he may be informed of it, and so that the necessary orders for
the verification of the real destination and consumption of the goods
may be sent.

o

In case of urgent necessity in the colony (which shall be decided
by the governor and the intendant together), I grant to the in-
habitants the same permission stated in the preceding article, so
that they may have recourse to the French Islands of America,
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but with the indispensable obligation for the captains or first mates
of the ships to make detailed statements of their cargoes which they
shall turn over to the royal commissioners, so that they may be
checked with the goods on board.

ox

In order to encourage my subjects to undertake this trade with
the privileged ports of Spain, I allow the free exit from New Orleans
and Pensacola of the imported Spanish products and merchandise
which have not been consumed or sold in Louisiana and West Florida,
so that they may be carried to other privileged ports of the Indies,
but they must pay at those ports the duties they should have paid
in Spain upon their leaving, as ordered in the regulation of October
12, 1778. In order to prevent fraud and prejudice to the commerce
of this kingdom with my other dominions, I forbid the re-exporta-
tion of foreign goods, because their sale and consumption, in accord-
ance with the spirit of this ordinance, must take place specifically
in Louisiana and Florida.

w

I grant for the same space of ten years an absolute exemption from
the duties on Negroes introduced into these provinces, and I permit
the inhabitants of these same provinces to go and obtain them in
friendly or neutral colonies in exchange for their goods or cash,
but paying for the exportation of the money and merchandise the
small duties laid down by article VII of this Cedula.

v

Desiring the exemptions and favors to have the happy effects
which they ought to produce, I have decided to grant to the inhabi-
tants of Louisiana and Pensacola, for two years beginning with the
date of the peace proclamation, the privilege of buying foreign ships.
They will be exempt from the duties to be paid on foreign ships,
from those of media-annata [surtax on tonnage], and from any other
duties whatsoever, because it is my will that they be considered
wholly as if they were of Spanish make and construction.

vI

I also grant a full exemption from the duties on the staves of
barrels and casks imported from these provinces into Spain, so
that nothing will be paid, either for their exportation, or for their
entrance into this kingdom.

v

It is just that the direct trade with foreigners should contribute

to the upkeep of this colony and to the considerable expenses which
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it involves. Therefore I command that all the products and goods
entering or leaving in ships belonging either to the European
Spaniards or to the inhabitants of the colony, pay, in accordance
with a moderate estimate, a duty of six percent of their value.

VIII

For the collection of the duty imposed in the preceding article,
and of that of two percent, to be paid, as heretofore, solely on the
goods shipped to Havana and my other possessions in the Indies, I
have decided to establish two customs offices, one at New Orleans,
the other at Pensacola. In order to give them a regular status and to
avoid arbitrary decisions which are so harmful to trade, I command
the intendant of Louisiana to make immediately, in conformity with
the tariff contained in the Regulation of Free Commerce, a schedule
of the necessary tariffs, fixing the value and price of each article, both
for import and export, to be turned over upon completion to Governor
Don Bernardo de Gélvez, so that he may examine and correct them,
and send them on for my royal approval.

And so that the favors which have just been mentioned in the eight
preceding articles have the same force and effect as the ones which I
have already granted in articles 48, 49, and 50 of the regulation of
October 12, 1778, I command my councils, chancelleries, audiencias,
viceroys, presidents, captains and commandants general, governors,
intendants, alcaldes mayores -and ordinary, royal officers, admin-
istrators of my customs, consulates of commerce, as well as my consuls
in the ports of France, to observe, execute, and cause to be observed
and ‘executed everything contained in this Royal Cedula.

Given at El Pardo this 22nd day of January 1782.

I e Kine
JosepH DE (FALVEZ
Copied from the original.
Givvez.

(decompanying the foregoing)
Articles of the Regulation of Free Commerce with the Indies,
October 19, 1778.
XLVIIT

Exemption from the Duties for the Louisiana Commerce.

By the Royal Decree of March 23, 1768, I have freed the com-
merce of the province of Louisiana from the duties to be paid on
Spanish and foreign products and merchandise, both upon their leav-
ing the Spanish ports authorized for this commerce, and at their en-
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trance into the colony, laying down the duties to be paid only at the
return and unloading in the Peninsula, at four percent. These
duties had been decreased two percent through my Edict of May 2,
1777. As it is necessary for the good of my kingdom that I protect
this province, so as to increase its population and commerce, I declare
that it is to enjoy the exemptions and advantages stated, and that the
vessels of my subjects which will be used for it will be required to
observe carefully all the rules prescribed for the other places of
America included in this regulation, except that they will not be able
to change their destination or unload in any port of the Indies
without full justification that this was due to bad weather or some
other unforeseen accident.

XLIX

Prohibition to ships destined for Louisiana to unload their
merchandise in other ports.

In case the accidents foreseen in the preceding article are proved,
the vessels bound for Louisiana will not be permitted to unload any
registered merchandise, unless there be legitimate proof by experts
that the ships are unable to continue their voyage without being re-
fitted or repaired; and in this case they shall pay at the port where
they may be, for the effects and merchandise which they shall dis-
charge, the duties which they should have paid at their exit from
Spain, as well as the import duties in America.

L
Exemption of the Lovisiana furs from the duties.

The considerable advantages which may accrue to my subjects from
the Louisiana furs move me to grant them a full exemption for a
space of ten years from all duties at their entrance into the privileged
ports of Spain, provided, of course, that when the furs are exported
abroad they are to pay the duties in the second tariff on undressed
skins exported from the kingdom.

Porrock T0 MIRS
February 27, 1782 2

- New OrLEANS, 27 Febv 1782.
Sme: The opposition which I have met with from M. Alexander
Henderson, Overseer to the Estate belonging to my particular Friends
Mess™. Willing & Morris and myself, is perhaps without President
the Inclosed Papers (which after Perusall I hope you’ll return with

2 Archivo General de Indias, Papeles de Cuba, legajo 2370 (English).

@
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your answer) which I make no doubt apologize for my troubling
your honor on this Occasion.

I come now to acquaint your honor that the said overseer, has no
legal or Sufficient Authority for Opposing my Sale, and I flatter my-
self that your Tribunal is too upright to be amused any longer, by
such an Imposter, the Affair is of too much importance to remain in
the air, Particularly when the opponent has neither Character friends
or Effects, to answer the Consequences, the Property (which he has
now Abandoned, & left to the mercy of the Slaves), is not only In-
trusted to my Care without reserve, but also ordered for the Publick
use, to pay the Debts of the United States, to your Government. In
Consequence I beg leave to acquaint your honor that if I am longer
Detained or Opposed in making said sales as Agent of said States,
I shall enter a regular protest against such proceedings. therefore
you’ll pleace take what Steps your honor may think proper with the
Opponent or Opponents so that no Injury may arise to the Publick
Credit of the United States, or Proprietors hereafter.

The recitude justice and Equity of your Tribunal, & your Personall
good Character urges me to hope, for the necessary Dispatch upon
this Important business, which Exclusive of the Obligation that the
United States and the Proprietors will be to your Honor, will also
greatly add to the Personal Esteem I have always attained for

Sir, Your most obed! & Most humble Servant.

Oz, Porrock (Rubric).
. His honor Col. Sterrexn M6 Esq*.

GraND-PrE TO MRS
April 8, 17823

My Drar Sm: I shall keep to myself the news Your Lordship
communicates regarding Charles-Town, leaving the district with the
thought that the English royalists have lost this town.

The Yazoos who arrived with their medals and gorgets informed
me that they had received nothing as a present from the cargo which
came in the boat of the King. I have received the goods for them and
the other Indians, but there is such scarcity that I shall have some
difficulty to satisfy them until the weather permits that they be
given their blankets of linen and woolen cloth, jackets, and other
customary articles. For them I have ball without powder but I shall
furnish it from the storehouse of this post. The medals and gorgets

8 BL.
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have no attached ribbon, so that it will become necessary for me to buy
it, as it is indispensable to adorn them.

I beg that God may preserve the life of Your Lordship many years.
Narcurz, April 2, 1782.
Your most devoted servant kisses the hand of Your Lordship.

Carros pE Granp-PrE (Rubric).
Sefior Don EstEvaN MIRS.

Ropeers To PorLock
[1782] +

Orxver Porrick Esqr.

Sir: Being an American Subject & born in Virginia, I have re-
main’d in prison these three months past for no crime, as will appear
in the following part of this, & as I know the Governor’s charitable
disposition to the distress’d, hope he will enlarge me when my Case
is laid before him, which I would have done before, but as a stranger
had no friend to speak for me. I have therefore taken the liberty
of requesting that Charity from you, which you have shown to so
many others, who were in the same unhappy situation.

The cause of my detention is this; I was hired to go to the nation
by one Russell Jones, to bring horses to the natches, that as soon as
I came back to the Natches, I went to the Commandant & told him
where I had been, who seem’d to be very well pleas’d; a few days
afterwards, I had a dispute with Duck McIntosh, who thro’ spite
went & told the Commandant that I went to the nation, to raise
indians, which is a notorious falsehood, as I can’t talk indian, besides
there are people enough at the Natches who can prove that I was hired
by this Russell Jones to bring horses; I came to this town in M.
Blommarts employ to carry that Gentl®. up to the Natches, but the
Commandant wrote by the same Boat I came in, to the Governor, of
this false report of McIntoshe’s who sent me to prison where I now
remain. This Sir is all, & the real cause of my detention.

Would You Sir favor me with your friendship in making appli-
cation to the Governor, will always be gratefully acknowledg’d by him
who is with the greatest respect

Sir, Your most humble servant
Wirrram RopgErs

N. B. pray Excuse the paper.
¢« AGI, PC, leg. 2370 (English),
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ArrmaviT BY POLLOCK °

I, Oliver Pollock, Agent of the United States of America and re-
siding in this city, in the form prescribed by law, appear before Your
Lordship and declare: That, as appears from the document which I
duly submit, John Blommart is indebted to me for the sum of four
hundred and seventy-two pesos, four reales and a half. However,
the aforesaid person is imprisoned in the public jail of this city for
having participated in the rebellion attempted at the post of Natchez.
Therefore all his property has been confiscated as a result of this
affair; and inasmuch as I am about to depart from this city, I am
lacking funds and unable to satisfy various debts that I have out-
standing here. In which consideration, may it please Your Lord-
ship to command that I be reimbursed from the said property to the
extent of the aforesaid sum.

Therefore, I pray Your Lordship to be pleased so to order and
command, as I justly ask, with costs. I swear it is not with malice,
and necessary, ete.

O**, Porrock (Rubric).

Acknowledge, swear and witness the contents of this petition, record
and then return.

Miré (Rubric).
Postico (Rubric).

ExaminarioNn oF Porrock’s CoMMISSION
FroMm JEFFERSON

April 20, 1782 ¢

I, Oliver Pollock, public agent of the United States of America,
by means of attorney, to whom, in case of necessity, I propose to
confer my powers as provided by law, but with the reservation of
retaining those which may assist me in my defense, appear before
Your Lordship and state: That I should appreciate having the two
letters which I duly enclose, written in the English language, trans-
lated into Spanish by Captain Don Juan José Duforest, and then
returned to me, in order that I may promote and justify thereby
whatever is conducive to my indemnification.

Therefore, I beg Your Excellency, upon receipt of these letters,
to be pleased to order and command what I justly ask, and with
costs. I swear it is not with malice and necessary, etc.

Likewise, and in order to avoid any difficulty or doubt that might
be entertained by any of my creditors as to whether the commission
conferred on me by His Excellency, the Governor of Virginia, Mr.

5 AGI, PC, leg. 2370.
9 AGI, PC, leg. 2370.
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Thomas Jefferson, is valid or not, will Your Lordship be pleased to
instruct Don Manuel Andrés Lopez de Armesto, government secretary,
to attach to the foot of these petitions a certified copy of the letter
that the said Excellency, the Governor of Virginia, addressed, under
date of the eighth of November, 1779, to His Excellency Sefior Don
Bernardo de Gélvez on this matter. And in order that this business
may not be hindered and that some other matters contained in said
letters in no way related to this may not become public, will Your
Lordship please order that the said copy which I have requested
contain only the part concerned with authorizing my commission,
and have same delivered to me, U¢ supra.

Likewise, for greater proof of my integrity and to show the sin-
cerity with which I have proceeded, by virtue of the authority given
me therefor, will Your Lordship please order that in the presence of
the same notary there be made an examination and comparison of
the signature subscribed to the letter referred to in the preceding
paragraph.

Likewise, may the same thing be done for the one found at the foot
of the letter written to me, already mentioned, certifying to the
identity of both the one and the other, u# supra.

Oriver Porrock (Rubric)
Rararr Prroomo (Rubric)
Do as he requests ¢n toto.
M6 (Rubric).
So ordered by Sefior Don Estevan Mird, colonel of the fixed regi-
ment of this post, and political and military governor ad interim of
this province, and signed by him on the twentieth of April, 1782.
Lroxarpo Mazange (Rubric).
Notary Public.
Notification :
I certify that on said day I notified Don Oliver Pollock in person.
Leonarpo Mazance (Rubric).
Notary.
Notification:
I certify that on said day I notified Don Juan José Duforest in

person.
Leonarpo Mazanee (Rubric).
Notary.

In the City of New Orleans, on said day, month and year Don Juan
José Duforest, sworn interpreter of the English language in this
province, before me, the Notary, proceeded to make the translation
commanded of him, as follows:
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Messrs. Penet, Dacosta Brothers and Company.
Virginia Committee of Commerce, November 6, 1779.

Sirs: His Excellency, the governor, on and with the advice of the
Council of State, has instructed us to authorize Oliver Pollock,
Esquire, of New Orleans, to draw on you for the sum of sixty-five
thousand, eight hundred and fourteen pesos and five eights; in conse-
quence of which we have sent the said gentleman four letters of this
tenor and date, in case any be lost; and as your Mr. Penet must
certainly be fully advised as to the conditions of the agreement made
with your firm on the part of the States, we doubt not that you will
honor Mr. Pollock’s drafts on you for the sum abovementioned.

‘We have the honor to be, Sirs,

Your most humble servants,

THOMAS JEFFERSON
J. AMsTERS
Duxn
Rose
Another:
Virginia Committee of Commerce, November 6, 1779.
Mr. Oliver Pollock.

Sm: The Commissioners of Commerce are this day directed by
His Excellency, the Governor, to acknowledge receipt of your letter
to the former governor, and are also empowered, in case that the
request to the governor of New Orleans for a loan of specie does not
meet with the success desired, to authorize you to draw on Messrs.
Penet, Dacosta Brothers and Company for the total of the various
amounts advanced by you for account of the States, with the excep-
tion of the sum of two thousand, six hundred and two pesos and four
reales, drawn by Captain James O’Hara. The Committee being
entirely ignorant of this transaction, desires an explanation of this
matter in your reply so that, in case it has been duly authorized,
the money may be refunded. You will receive herewith four letters
of advice for Messrs. Penet, Dacosta Brothers and Company, all of
the same tenor and date, for your convenience in drawing and we
here shall miss no opportunity of advising these gentlemen.

The governor of New Orleans will receive by this opportunity a
letter from His Excellency relative to a loan, and we flatter ourselves
that by means of this you will be reimbursed more promptly and
consequently that you will not need to make use of the credit on the
firm of Messrs. Penet, Dacosta Brothers and Company.

We have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most humble servants,

- Traomas JerrErsoN  Dun
J. AMSTERS Rose
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Which translation the interpreter asserted he had made well and
faithfully to the best of his knowledge and understanding, and signed
same, to which I certify.

Dox Juax Joser Durorest (Rubric).

Before me, Leonarpo Mazange (Rubric).
Notary Public.

Comparison.:

In the City of New Orleans, on said day, month and year, I, the
notary, by virtue of the instructions of the foregoing decree, pro-
ceeded to the secretariat of this government and there with Don
Andrés Lépez de Armesto, Secretary ad interim thereof, have exam-
ined the file labeled Foreign Letters, and in it have found a letter,
addressed to His Excellency Sefior Don Bernardo de Gilvez, by the
governor of Virginia, at the foot of which is a signature reading:
“Thomes Jefferson,” which is similar and appears to be written by
the same hand as those which are found at the foot of the letters
presented herewith, and in order that what is presented here may
be certified, it is signed by the said Don Andrés Lépez de Armesto
and certified by myself.

Lroxaroo Mazanee (Rubric).
Notary Public.

Axpris Lépez pe Armesto (Rubric).

Porrock To Miré
April 27, 17827

New Orueaxs, 27th. April 1782.

Sir: In consequence of the different Suits brought against my
Person & Effects for Certain Bills of Exchange Drawn by the direct
order of the HonP'® the Executive of the State of Virginia My
Master, to whom alone I conceive myself Accountable; but more
Particular Transactions of this Publick Nature, of which the holders
of the Bills cannot plead Ignorance, Either of my Station, or the
Nature of the Bills, which they received totally upon the faith of
the States, as will better appear by the Express Words in said Bills
Vizt (Que Passerez Suivant Savis Des Commissaires De la Virgine)
which State I am fully assured will make ample Satisfaction to
the Holders of those Bills & all her Creditors, but the Casualties
in Warr, has yet prevented them from doing it, for which I presume
would be very Cruel & uncommon to make me or my Private fortune
Answerable. Though the latter I have already Voluntarily advanced,
and Strained every Nerve for the good of the Common Cause and

7 AGI, PC, leg. 2370 (English).
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as will better appear by the Hon®!.e. the Congress my Masters &
His Excellency Gen!. Galvez’s Letters; Wherein both has been
pleased with my Conduct and even Thanked me for my Services.

But for your better Government in the decision of the present
Suit or Suits & Extraordinarily brought and Executed on my
person, I have the Honor to Inclose you Sundry Papers relative
to my Prerogative taken from Monsieur Vattel Judge of the Laws
of Nations, which I now Avail myself of, as the Publick Service
requires my Departure in the Brig®. Minerva Capt® John Douglas,
in Consequence of which I hope your Honor will Immediately grant
me my Necessary Passport, for my Departure in the said Brig*
which now Only waits to Conduct me to Such Place & Places as
1 shall Direct. I have the Honor to be with Great Respect

Sir Your Honors Most Obedient & very Humble Servant.

His Honor: O™®. Porrock (Rubric).

StepHEN MIRO
Esquire Gov'. par Interim—Louisiana.

Sire or ProperTy Brroncine To ENerisH PRISONERS
May 6, 17828
Results of the public sale of the goods of the fugitive rebels and
others in the prisons of New Orleans, the fees of the judge, constables,
interpreters, employees, and payments or remittances made to various
parties in confirmity with justifying vouchers annexed to the minutes,
being deducted.

Auction of those named below Liquid proceeds
piastres reales |maravedis
Phillp AISEOD . euvurovveeannurrrnesnasonesaenenns 803 2
Walteth Graham ...........oan . 18 4
Jean Leyman ...... 37 2
Nathaniel Johnson . sees e
Sixins Dreght ...... 25 3
Nemiah CATLET .cceeereenrannrasosossosonnnssnsesns 26 e
Parker Caradine .........coveevreoncannn e 364 4
TSrael MATHAUS « oo veee i cncnennennasasassraassossaas 30 1
Jenkins ..ecevevncincoaicaeaaan Cee 52 PR
Jacob Winfrée ... 854 2
Benjamin Day ... 50 4
Jacques Martin .. 7 4
Jean SIMIth +v.veeeeereesanasenacsessassosasonnanns 6 e
Philip Mulkey 16 4 .
Daniel Johnson 4 4 .
Jacob Hamsbray 326 4 .
Thomas—James .. e “e
Guillaume Eason . e ene 2 e
Jean Turner ..... 47 4 e
Jean Blommart 45 2 17
GUITIaUME CASE «vvvreeeocianroaeanactassaoseassnses 389 2 ees
Powder belonging to the Illinois boat captured by the
REDEIS . ovvvereecaerosesescosnasssasnsnaonssonns 16 4 et
L2303 7 1 3,121 4 17

8 AGI, PC, (French). This is from a photograph of a manuscript with no legajo number
indicated.
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Amounting to the sum of three thousand one hundred and twenty
one piastres, four reales, seventeen maravedis.
Narcuzez, May 6, 1782.
Carros bE GranD-PrE (Rubric).

Granp-PrE TO MRS
May 6, 17822

My Dear Simr: I have distributed the medals and gorgets to the
Indians of the villages who deserve them. There are lacking three
captain’s commissions for three of them to whom were given the
gorgets. Until such time as your Lordship sends them to me, I shall
give them in writing a paper that will identify them as “captains
of the gorgets.”

The chief with the great medal, Atchapale, with his nation, is
coming this year to establish himself on the river Yazoo which
will be to our convenience, as it will close the road to the Chickasaws
as well as to the vagabonds in this district. This chief and all
belonging to his village, are more friendly and faithful to us than
any of the other nations. It is imperative that the presents for him
and for the three chiefs of the small medal of the same village be
sent to this post. There are also in that village five captains of
the gorget, and the number of warriors totals eight hundred. I need
in addition, two small medals, four gorgets, and one-half dozen
braided jackets.

‘We no longer have any brandy, supplies of any kind, or munitions
for the Indians. Because of lack of the aforementioned articles,
the various nations who might come any moment would place us
in great embarrassment.

I have just learned that the band at whose head is Guillermo
Pontoney is opposed to the interpreter, San Germain. This is
attributable to the fact that the latter, acting upon my orders, led
a body of Indians, who were dispatched against the robber, John
Turner, and his gang with instructions to take them dead or alive.
This was done immediately after I had the news that they had
captured a launch of Don Eugenio Poira, who fortunately escaped
from their hands, as I have already notified Your Lordship.

I remain begging that God may preserve the life of Your Lord-

ship many years.

Narcurz, May 6, 1782. ‘
Your most obedient servant kisses the hand of Your Lordship.

Carros peE Graxp-Pré (Rubric).
Sefior Dox EsTEvaN MIRS.

° BL.
824010—49-—vol. 3, pt. II—4
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GA4LvEZ TO GRIMAREST
May 14, 178210

The settlement on the river, solicited by the Alibamones, is hereby
sanctioned, since, according to your letter of February 12th last, you
have deemed it advisable. Your Lordship’s notification must precede
its establishment. Notice thereof is to be forwarded to the pro-
visional commandant, Don Esteban Miré, and to the governor of
Pensacola, so that, should any objections be offered by either one, you
may be advised.

May God preserve Your Excellency many years.

Guarico, May 14, 1782.

B pe Giuvez (Rubric).

Sefior Don ENRIQUE GRIMAREST.

DisconTENT AMoNG THE Tarapoosa 11

AravacHE, Wednesday 9 o’clock in the evening.

Sm: T have the honor of informing you that the chiefs of the
savages who are here, are now in my house where they have just
gathered with their commissions and their medals which they have
placed in the hands of Sieur Antoine, telling him that they had no
need of all that, since they were as naked as they had been before
receiving them. They stated that what little goods they received in
New Orleans they had distributed to their warriors, and that they
did not even have enough to satisfy them. They made many threats
which Antoine will have the honor of repeating to you. To appease
them, he told them that he was going to leave immediately to apprise
you of the danger in which we find ourselves if these people leave in
a dissatisfied mood. Antoine begged me to write this letter to certify
the truth of all this, which I have done.

I have the honor of being, with perfect consideration,

Sir, your most humble and obedient servant,

P. Gapona (Rubric).

Ten cows with their calves and one without calf were bought at a
cost of 22 barrels of tafia.

P. G.
Request made by the Talapoosa savages
100 Barrels of tafia. 100 ba.
80 Shirts. 6 large kettles.  18.
30 Blankets.
40 Ells of Limbourg cloth.

10 BL,,
1 BL, (French).
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2 Barrels of powder of 12 1-2.
2 Barrels of shot. 50
One suit with braid.
Three pounds of vermilion.
One bag of salt.
[Addressed] :
To Monsieur Henrique Grimarest, Commandant of Mobile.

Lassapme To Miré
May 22, 178212

No. 1 (Translation) Warre River, May 22, 1782.

Sm: Madame Cruzat will give Your Lordship a description of the
unfortunate situation in which we found ourselves from the second
to the twenty-first of this month.

We were captured by a band of pirates, composed of about one
bundred whites and two Indians. 'We learned later that their force
included about three hundred whites and the tribe of Chickasaws of
whom about two hundred and fifty appeared some days later.

Your Lordship will please permit me to repeat to you something
of what those miscreants said. .

They told me that they detested our nation, and that, if T had any
relatives or friends in Arkansas, I should tell them to withdraw
within seven days because, if they did not do so, they would be taken
and all put to the sword. They said that from there they would go
down to Natchez to blockade the fort and allow the inhabitants there
to withdraw but those who declined to do so would be put to the knife,
and that they would then leave this fort bare.

They told me that they were expecting a colonel, a fugitive from
Natchez, with two regiments, to conquer the Ylinoeses, and from there
go down to the capital.

They left me shirtless, with only a pair of leather breeches.

The misfortune also included Madame Cruzat, but she, through
the pity of some of those pirates, was able to retain some of her things.
As for the other goods, the money to pay the garrison of Ylinoeses,
articles of apparel for the same, and presents for the Indians, they -
left me without a single shirt.

Out of consideration for Madame Cruzat they sold us the lanchon,
after our repeated requests made them see that this lady could not
travel by another boat.

I cannot tell Your Lordship of the barbarity of this canaille, which
reached the utmost extremes.

All that I have the honor of telling Your Lordship is the pure

12 AGI, Audiencia de Santo Domingo, 87-3-10.



16 SPAIN IN THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY

truth without embellishment or amplification, and with the most pro-
found respect, I beg Your Lordship to believe me, one of your most
faithful subjects.

Your most humble and obedient servant.

StvesTrRe LasBapie (Rubric).

Granp-PrE TO MRS

May 26, 1782 13

Translation No. 6 At tue Forr or Narcurz, May 26, 1782.

Rumors have spread among the inhabitants of this district about
the Americans recently arrived here who appear to have had bad in-
tentions, or at least to have fled to this post on account of some crime
committed in their own country. They are without passports, recom-
mendations, or any document in their favor such as are usually ob-
tained by those journeying to foreign countries.

I received secret advice on the suspicion aroused by the conduct
of these people from the zealous and faithful subjects of His Majesty,
Daniel Perry and St. Germain. They have kindly questioned one of
these people, who with his family, has come with the others, and who
wishes to show his conduct and person to be truly sincere, because he
knows in effect some particulars relative to the arbitrary ideas that
have been formed about them. Consequently we have had the said
Thomas Etridge appear and we have asked him by means of the
interpreter, Doctor Don Francisco Farrel, who are the people who
came down with himj; what their conduct was; whether they are
Americans or English; if they had been in the service of the United
States; what motives impelled them to abandon their own country
and countrymen to come and settle in this provinee; if their intentions
are good; if the property that they brought with them, consisting of
slaves, is their own; if they had owned them in America; if they had
brought with them arms, such as carbines, guns, artillery, and muni-
tions, and if they had cached anything of this kind anywhere near
the post; if they had encountered, seen or spoken to a certain Philip
Mulkey, instigator of the rebellion in the district of Natchez, on the
Cumberland River or on the Cherokee; if it is true that this Mulkey
proposed to return next autumn with many people, that is, with
families, or armed men without servants or slaves; if they would come
down in large numbers and from different places; if they had en-
countered English encampments on the bank of the river; if it is
true that they saw a lanchon loaded with corn and flour a little below
the Barrancas de Margot which seemed to have been captured; if in

18 AGI, Aud. SD, 87-3-10.



POST WAR DECADE, 1782-1791 17

the neighborhood they saw signs of men; and finally what were the
intentions and remarks of these Americans during their journey.

The said Thomas Itridge replied that those who came down with
him are Americans by birth but not sentiment. Their conduct in
America was always that of people who place themselves on the
stronger side, now one, now the other, according to the success of the
belligerent powers. They had profited by everything they could
pillage from their countrymen. After having moved from place to
place, as their interests demanded, or because of crimes they com-
mitted in different places, they conceived the plan of setting out to
establish a settlement in the Illinois. They showed by their remarks
the aversion they had to living under the Spanish government, on
which point the declarant has heard them say a thousand times that
they would rather the Devil should carry them off than to come to
the Spanish possessions, unless the post of Natchez should pass into
the power of the Americans. But at the mouth of the Ohio they
assembled and consulted on the route they should follow, and finally
by a plurality of votes they decided on going down to Natchez.
During the course of their journey on the Cherokee River they were
continually attacked by the Indians, but as regards the papers, furni-
ture, and provisions that these Americans have declared they threw
into the water, this is false, as they threw away some, but only a few.
Of the Negroes that they own or which have been brought here by the
one named David Smith, six were stolen, and these same Negroes will
say and declare the name of their masters in case they are so required.
William Smith, brother of the former, also has a stolen Negress and a
child. It is suspected that a large part of the slaves brought by
Thomas Green were similarly obtained. As regards the others, they
have acquired their slaves by the proceeds of the sale of their property.
It is probable that part of these Americans, that is, those who have
perpetrated these thefts, have abandoned their country in order to
enjoy, far from any anxiety, the fruits of their pillage. They had
brought many firearms, guns, and carbines, and one cannon that
has been transported to the Fort of Natchez. They have not
deposited any arms anywhere near the post. Thomas Green may
have some thirty pounds of powder and much ball. This Thomas
Green was a maker of powder, and it is his trade or profession.
They saw the said Philip Mulkey in Carolina and he had told them
that he would return this autumn with many people. At the Barran-
cas de Margot they encountered a deserted lanchon, loaded with flour
and corn, which certainly had been captured but they had not had
time to unload it. These Americans had.consulted as to whether
they would go down to Natchez or not and it was decided that they
would not touch at this post. They saw from afar, before reaching
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this lanchon a canoe in which there must have been eight men, but
when they arrived, these had disappeared. On the bank there
was a breastwork of logs, placed one on the other, with interwoven
branches, which is all that they know. Regarding the remarks of
these Americans, they have always been like those of suspicious per-
sons, and a few days before their arrival at Natchez, David Smith
threatened to take the declarant’s life if he said anything. The said
declarant signed this, together with us, the commandant and under-
signed witnesses with the exception of Daniel Perry, who declared he
cannot write.

TaoMAS ETRIDGE

Francis FARReLL

St. GERMAIN

Dox JuaN DELAVILLEBEUVRE

Francisco MANUEL DE rAs CAGIGAS

Before me,
Carcos pE GraND-PrE (Rubric)
Navarro To GALvez
Jure 4, 178214
No. 120.
Most Excellent Sir.

My Very DEear Smr: The arrival here of the wife of the com-
mandant of Ilinoises, who set out from here to go to that post with
her children and family, and the detailed report which she males
about the enemies who took her prisoner and who are now at the
place called the Ecors & Margot, three hundred leagues from this
capital, show us clearly that they will cause us all the trouble they
can in order to cut communication on the Mississippi. Moreover, in
conjunction with the rebels at Natchez, any attack on the post of
Ilinoises will be feasible, and they will at least succeed in stopping
the goods sent to that distant post to cajole the Indians and keep them
peaceful and quiet and friendly to us.

This situation, together with the reports received that they are
sending from Georgia some troops to operate in conjunction with the
abovementioned party, and the very large number of savages which
they have, has aroused fears that they could attack with notable effect
the important fort of Natchez and subsequently all the others in this
province. This has made the colonel of army and present governor ad
interim thereof, Don Estevan Mird, decide with his customary
wisdom, and as a good servant of the King, after having taken all the
most effective and energetic steps to have all the posts, even the most

% AGI, Aud. 8D, 87-3-10.
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distant ones, prepared against surprise, to go in person with a re-
inforcement of two hundred men, some field artillery and equipment,
and a good assortment of gifts for the Indians. Even if this does not
succeed in dislodging the enemy, because of their great distance from
our settlement, and does not assure their retreat, his presence in
Natchez will inspire in them more circumspection and disabuse them
of any idea of conquest; and perhaps even his kindness, his knowledge
of them, and the goods he is taking for the savages may cause the lat-
ter to abandon our enemies and the party to disband. However, if
none of this is achieved, it will be something to stop their advance,
to protect the colony, and assure the peace and tranquillity of
its inhabitants. For this reason, he informed me that I should .
proceed to prepare everything needed in the way of transport, ar-
tillery, provisions, and everything else I thought necessary for the
maintenance of the reinforcements; and I have neglected nothing in
order that he may set out on the fifteenth of this month. To all this
I have added an adequate field hospital, together with the indis-
pensable servants, under the orders of the head official of this conta-
duria principal, Don Antonio Chouriac, a man of well-known ability.

Your Excellency knows that none of these operations can be carried
out without expense, and although I am lacking the main requisite
and prime mover of everything, that is, ready money, I shall not fail
to exert every effort in the same way and with the same love as I
have on all the other expeditions which have been equipped under
my direction on this river.

I report this to Your Excellency, and beg that you will obtain from
His Majesty’s kindness the full approval which I seek.

May Our Lord preserve Your Excellency many years.

New OrLEANS, June 4, 1782.

Most Excellent Sir, your faithful servant kisses Your Excellency’s
hand.

Marrin Navarro (Rubric)
Most Excellent Sefior Dox Jost pe GALVEZ.
(Attached to the foregoing)

To the intendant of Louisiana, approving the decision of that gov-
ernor ad interim to go up to the post of Natchez with two hundred
men in order to defend it from the attacks of the enemy; for which
reason the expense incurred in the preparation of transport, equip-
ment, etc. is approved. '

The King has considered opportune and advisable the decision of
that governor ad interim to go up to the post of Natchez with two
hundred men in order to defend it from the attacks of the enemy,
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and nip in the bud the alliance which they have formed with the
savages there.

Consequently the Xing has approved the expenditures which Your
Lordship may have made for the preparation of transport, equip-
ment, provisions, and other goods which Your Lordship, in accord
with the said governor, has considered necessary for that purpose.

I advise Your Lordship of this in reply to your letter of June 4
Jast, No. 120.

May God etc.

San Lorexnzo, October 14, 1782.

Sefior Intendant of Louisiana.

GRIMAREST TO PAYEMATAIIA
June 11, 178215

Mosie June 11th, 1782.
To Payemataha Great Chief of the Chickasaw Nation.
GREETINGS :

The governor and great chief of New Orleans, Don Estevan Miro,
desires to have a conference with you, and awaits you in Natchez
to discuss matters of importance that will be advantageous and
beneficial to you and your nation.

Your early response is awaited. I myself reiterate that you should
go as soon as possible to the aforesaid Natchez, for your prompt
departure will redound in benefit to you and your nation.

I am your friend. I have proofs that you wish to be mine by the
peace pipe which I have received from the hand of one of your
principal men. I am convinced that your nation has played no part
in the attack lately perpetrated on the Mississippi River.

It is my wish to serve you, and begging the Almighty for your
preservation, I remain,

HexriQque Grmvarest, Governor
and Chief of Mobile (Rubric).

MaxeNT TO PIERNAS
June 16, 1782 18

Sefior Governor.

My Drar Sm: After placing myself in obedience to Your Excel-
lency, I wish to make known to you that at the present moment we are
considerably worried at this place because a great number of Indians
are wandering about the neighborhood. They are doing injury to the

18 BL.,
16 BL.
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poor inhabitants, for there is not an animal belonging to them that
they do not kill. This demands constant vigilance on our part, and the
daily work of our troops becomes increasingly great and unbearable,
for they are subject to constant toil because of those sick. I should
greatly esteem it if Your Excellency were to send me six men, three
hundred pounds of gun powder, and six swivel guns of one-half
pound in order to give protection to the corners of the fort. This
will place it completely in a position of defense and free it from
attack.

The work is progressing rapidly because twenty men irrespective
of the volunteer troops are at work daily. I trust Your Excellency
will make special efforts to have the gun powder sent to me quickly
because we have but little in case of an attack. With the quantity
that I here request, we shall have ample for all contingencies.

I make known to Your Excellency that we have had great floods
because of much rain. The bayou has so risen that there were no
plants left above water, and the poor inhabitants have despaired of
being able to gather a grain of corn. This I regret exceedingly
because it is the year when all the inhabitants, by reason of my zeal,
had applied themselves to the work. At this time, in my opinion,
‘the waters have rotted everything. Should you find it convenient,
kindly notify the general of this loss. Your Excellency may determine
whether you can give rations to these families because today they are
undergoing a thousand calamities. As there is nothing else to discuss,
I beg that God may preserve the life of Your Excellency many
years.

GaLvesTOWN, June 16, 1782.

Your most obedient servant kisses the hand of Your Excellency.

AxTtoxto MaxeNT (Rubric).
Sefior Dox PEDRO PIERNAS.

DECLARATION OF LABBADIE
July 6, 1782

At the town of St. Louis of Ylinueses, on the fifth day of the
month of July of the year 1782:

Don Silbestre Labadia, merchant and citizen of the town named,
who came from the fort of Carlos IIT of Arkansas, arrived at this
town by land on the 29th of last month and gave me the information
that the boat which was coming up on his account from the city
of New Orleans to this post bringing various merchandise and money
belonging to the King for the maintenance of the troops of this
garrison, and presents for the Indian nations, had been seized at Los

17 BL.
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Ecores de Margo and all the people on it taken prisoner by a party
of rebels and pirates who call themselves English. Therefore, I,
Don Francisco Cruzat, brevet lieutenant colonel of infantry, captain
of grenadiers of the regular regiment of Louisiana, commander-in-
chief and lieutenant governor of the western part of Ylinueses and
its districts, have caused Don Silbestre Labadia to appear before
me, in the presence of the captains of the said regiment, Don Jacobo
Dubreuil and Don Joseph Lépez de la Pefia, assisting witnesses
summoned for this purpose, so that he might give in proper form
his declaration of everything that happened to him on his voyage,
and state how long he was kept a prisoner by the rebels mentioned
above. His declaration is as follows:

DrcraraTioNn oF DoN SLBESTRE LABADIA

Immediately, I the aforesaid lieutenant governor, caused Don
Silbestre Labadia to appear before me, in the presence of the assist-
ing witnesses, and after making him raise his right hand and malke
with it the sign of the cross, I asked him if he swore before God
and promised the King to speak the truth on the point about which
he was to be interrogated.

Reply.
He swears and promises.

Question.
What is his name, country, and occupation, and what religion does
he profess; and of what place is he a resident?

Reply.
His name is Silbestre Labadia; he is a native of Tarbe, a province
of Bigore in France; his religion is Apostolic Roman Catholic; his
profession, merchant, and he is a resident of this town of St. Louis.

Question.
When did he arrive last at this town and whence did he come?
Let him make a detailed statement of everything that happened to
him on the voyage that he has just made.

Beply.
On the 22d of February he left the city of New Orleans bound for
this aforesaid town of St. Louis, in one of his boats loaded with
goods of his own, of the King, and of various individuals of these
settlements. On arriving at a point some fifteen leagues from the
aforesaid city on the coast of the Acadians, he met the merchant
Don Eugenio Albarez who was coming down from the Ylinueses,
and, when the witness asked him what news there was, he replied
that among the Ylinueses all was perfectly quiet, and that only
at Ecores de Margo did he notice something that led him to believe
that there was some one there taking observations. He then con-
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tinued his voyage as far as the fort of Natchez. Don Carlos de
Grand-Pré, the commandant, told him that several days before some
twenty men of those settlers had escaped from the province, and
apparently had taken refuge in the aforesaid Ecores de Margo, but
that they could not do him any harm.

Setting out again on his journey, he arrived at the Three Islands,
between the aforesaid fort of Natchez and that of Arkansas, where
he met the Caddos named Sabinaque and Cadien, nicknamed “the
Osage,” who were coming down with mail to the capital, having
been sent by Don Balthazar de Villiers. The said Cadien told the
witness that during the course of the winter, while he was hunting
near the Ecores on the east side of this river with a companion,
the two were lost in the woods for some days. On the bank of
a small lake they found a hiding-place, called in this country a
cache, in which there was a large quantity of powder, ball,
merchandise, dried meat, flour, maize; and other provisions and
goods. They slept in this cache one night, and then, after taking
from it a bottle of ink, paper, an inkstand, a cerre-tete or a linen
headdress, some handkerchiefs, and shirts, they returned to their
camp. They had also found in the neighborhood of that deposit
two pirogues full of bear’s fat and tallow.

They immediately returned to the fort of Carlos I1T of Arkansas
and informed the commandant of all that had occurred, showing him
what they had taken from the cache mentioned, and Madame de
Villiers instantly recognized these articles as belonging to the people
of 2 boat which had set out a little while before from the aforesaid
fort of Arkansas, loaded with provisions and goods for the St.
Francis River. This led everybody to believe that the boat had
been seized and the people made prisoners or killed, as afterwards -
turned out to be true. The aforesaid Cadien begged Don Bathalzar
de Villiers to give him twenty men, or less, with the object of
getting possession of the cache mentioned above or of burning
or destroying it, whichever circumstances permitted. Despite all the
reasons given and the substantiated evidence presented by the afore-
said Cadien to the commandant of Arkansas, the latter refused his
consent. This was an unreasonable refusal in a matter so important
and is one which gave rise to the presumption that it might be the
prelude to some project formed by the rebels escaped from Natchez
against the navigators of this river and against the forts on its bank.
It induced the aforesaid Cadien to go down to the fort of Natchez
and renew his solicitation to the commandant in regard to the plan
of destroying the said deposit, and in this way clean up the river, for
which he made himself responsible and answered with his head. Don
Carlos de Grand-Pré did not pay attention to anything he told him
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of what was true and evident; and so he returned to the fort of
Arkansas, from which he had come down to give information of all
the foregoing to the governor general of the province.

The witness continued his journey, and on reaching a point some
fifteen leagues below Death’s Head, he met Meson the Frenchman,
former constable of New Orleans. The latter told the witness that
he came by way of the Ohio River from Virginia, one of the united
provinces of Northern America, and that along the river everything
was extremely quiet. In fact he had not observed in his descent
anything that could be prejudicial to the witness nor prevent his
arrival at his destination. He gave gratuitously and without charge
to the aforesaid Meson all the provisions that he said he needed to
reach the city of New Orleans, to which he said he was going. The
witness then continued on his way until he arrived at the aforesaid
Death’s Head where he met Joseph Motard who was going down
from this part of Ylinueses. He told him that around there the
greatest tranquility reigned, and that on his journey he had not
met with any obstacle, and that the witness in seven or eight days
would meet Monsieur Lafon’s boat, which was to leave the town
of Ste. Geneviéve.

Continuing his journey, he arrived at the old fort of Arkansas,
where he found five men of the troop. From there he despatched
to Ylinueses the passenger on his boat, Joseph Hortiz, with letters
for the commandant and lieutenant governor of these settlements,
Don Francisco Cruzat, to whom he communicated the information
that he had received, notifying him that he was taking up goods
for them on his boat. He immediately went on his way, unti],
on the second of May, about seven in the morning, while coasting
along the west side of this river, the witness perceived a boat, which
had a pirogue fastened to its stern, tied to shore on the same side
opposite the river Margot. The witness, believing that it might be
the boat of Monsieur Lafon which he was to meet at any moment,
made his men raise their oars, and when near the boat he hailed it:
“Boat ahoy! Where are you from, and who is the commander?”

To this hail two men replied who were walking on land near the
aforesaid boat, for there was no one on board except two other men
who were bailing out the water that was in it: “We come from
Illinois, and the master of the boat is Monsieur Lafon.”

They then asked the witness, “Are you Monsieur Labadia ?”

To this the latter replied, “Yes, Sefior.”

The two men mentioned then went on to ask, “Is Madam Cruzat
there with her family%”

He replied “Yes, Sefior.”

They continued asking, “How are you all? Are you well ¢”
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To this he responded by saying, “At your service,” and they con-
tinued with, “Here are some letters from Don Francisco Cruzat and
refreshments for the commandant’s wife, and also for you, which
your family, who are well, sent to you, with word that they are
impatiently awaiting you at the Ylinueses. If you wish, come and
get these letters and refreshments.”

They showed some papers which one of the two men had in his
hand. The witness, having seen and heard all this and being assured
by some persons that they knew it was Monsieur Lafon’s boat went
on and, passing to the starboard of the boat, ordered the rope
thrown ashore. It was caught by one of the men mentioned above
and tied. At the moment when the witness, who was in the center
of his boat, went to take the first step to leap ashore, and go to take
the letters they were showing him, some forty men rushed out
furiously from a trench not seen before which ran along the edge
of the river near Lafon’s boat. . These men, raising their muskets and
carbines and pointing them at the breasts of all the people in the
witness’s boat, cried out in clear and intelligible French, “Surrender!
You are our prisoners, and if you move or shake your head we will
fire upon all of you and kill you, for we are each one of us in a
position to fire and, therefore, surrender or you will be entirely
sacrificed.”

An event so unexpected as well as extraordinary could do nothing
less than take us all by surprise and leave us all motionless, for no
one dared to move. Nevertheless, the witness asked them “Who are
you who ambush us in this fashion?”

They replied, “We are Englishmen. Surrender!”

The witness then asked “Where is your flag?”

“Here,” they said, showing their arms, which they kept always in
the position to fire.

The witness continued, “And your orders?”

They replied, “Here they are,” pointing to the powder and ball
in their guns.

To these arguments there was no answer but to surrender, for
defense was morally impossible, as is evident. Then, while half of
the enemy remained in the same violent and threatening position,
the other half ran with speed to disarm and bind all of those on the
captured boat, even to the young Don Joseph Cruzat, whom they
treated with the same ignominy as the rest of the prisoners. At the
same time one of the inhuman brigands ran towards Madame Cruzat
with his tomahawk raised, with an impetuous movement as though
he meant to cleave her skull, which the scoundrel was miraculously
prevented from doing by the lady, who, with a courage truly heroic
in a woman of her quality and delicate constitution, arrested the arm
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of her cruel adversary. It was doubtless true also that at this moment
a realization of the atrocity of his intention came to the evildoer.

After having effected this maneuver with great quickness, always
with an eye open for the movements of the poor captive ones, all the
rest of the rebels embarked in the boat of the witness and crossed
over to the east side of this river, where they entered immediately into
the Margot River in the same boat, which was now loaded with the
prisoners. They went as far as a quarter of a league from its mouth,
where they made the prisoners go ashore, and, after tying them
together in couples, sent them to a prison which they have three
quarters of a league from the last-named site on the bank of the
river and in the same Bluffs, forcing them to traverse woods and
thickets full of thorns, almost impassable streams, plains full of
sticky mud, and extremely rugged hills. They also, with the greatest
inhumanity, compelled the witness, Madame Cruzat, and all her
family to traverse this road, unmoved by compassion for those
unfortunate young children. Finally, after great sufferings crowded
into that short time, all arrived, almost without breath, at the site of
their captivity. In that first and uncomfortable jail all the prisoners
remained until the next day, when they were again led over the same
road, including the witness, the lady, and the family mentioned
above, to the boat, which was still at the same place where they had
left it, with all its cargo. When they reached it, they made the people
go on board and continued their journey, following the course of
the river mentioned for five leagues.

At that interior spot they ordered all the prisoners ashore and
kept them there until the next day, when they locked them in a
temporary jail which they made of logs laid one upon the other,
and from which they could not by any means escape. Only the
witness, Madame Cruzat, and her family were left unbound. The
pirates then swiftly unloaded all the goods and money in the boat
and divided everything among themselves, not leaving a single thing
to the prisoners except what they had on them, and of that only the
poorest. The slaves they sold among themselves to the highest bidder.
In this last mentioned matter they treated them all with the
inhumanity that might be expected of such malicious people, giving
them very little to eat and changing their intentions every day in
regard to the fate destined for them.

They kept them there twenty-one days, and on the 22d of the same
month of May they despatched the witness to New Orleans in his
own boat, which they sold to him for four hundred pesos, making
him give a three months’ promisory note and demanding one for
two hundred and fifty pesos for one of his own Negroes, whom he
ransomed with a great deal of difficulty. These notes were to be sent
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to New Orleans for collection, and they sent with the witness eleven
men of his crew, Madame Cruzat and her children, and a Negress
belonging to the aforesaid lady. But they only succeeded in obtain-
ing their liberty through repeated and constant requests with which
the witness and the said lady daily tired the ears of their enemies. All
those mentioned set out on the journey, leaving the rest of the unfortu-
nates in their miserable jail. Among them was Joseph Crespo, a
soldier of this garrison.

Continuing down the river, the witness found, thirty leagues from
the entrance of the Arkansas River, three boats belonging to these
settlements which were coming up from the capital to this destination.
With them came the lieutenant of the fixed regiment of Louisiana,
Don Luis Vilar, to whom I gave information of this event. The
masters of these boats decided to return to the said fort of Arkansas.
At the mouth of that river the witness sent his boat to the city of
New Orleans with the people mentioned, Madame Cruzat and her
children. He wrote to the governor general of the province and
presented himself to the commandant of Arkansas, Don Balthazar
de Villiers, whom he informed of all that had happened which he
had just finished communicating to the capital. He set out with other
persons belonging to the three boats mentioned above from the post
of Arkansas on the 81st of the same month of May for this town of
St. Louis, where he arrived on the 29th of last June after ten o’clock
at night, and made known this unfortunate matter to the commandant
and lieutenant governor of this district.

Question.
In the time that he was a prisoner what important conversations did
he have with the brigands who captured him? Who commands them?
What is their number? What kind of people are they? How are
they governed? What communication have they with the Chickasaws
or with other Indian nations? What are the boundaries of the land
where they are? What does he think are the intentions of those
rebels? Has he penetrated them or discerned them by any means or
particular observation? In short, let him tell everything that he
knows that may give any definite and certain idea of their projects
and local situation.

Reply.
In the time of his imprisonment he had several conversations with
the rebels, but the most important are the following: In the first,
Colbert (who was the commandant of the party that captured him)
told him that the reason for making war, as they were doing, was
to take revenge for the bad treatment given to them in the colony.
He said that, although they as well as the whole English nation
knew they could not keep the colony, they would, in order to follow
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out the intentions of the King of England, do all the harm that they
possibly could, even to destroying its very foundations.

To this, which Colbert said with all the fury which desperation and
atrocious malice can express, the witness replied that he found their
treatment of the Spaniards very unjust, for the war, which Spain
was making in Europe as well as on this continent, was founded on
a just right, authentic, and joined with the rights of humanity and
of peoples; and that the events of this war and the kind treatment
received by the prisoners who fall into the power of the Spaniards
demonstrate and prove the generosity of a nation as humane as it is
civilized. The witness then went on to say to Colbert: “But among
nations that are humane and without barbarity war is never made
upon peaceful vassals who do not mix in it, and who conform blindly
to the will of the Sovereign and the fortune of the State. Conse-
quently you ought not to have taken me prisoner, for I attend to my
business without meddling in matters that do not concern my pro-
fession.”

Colbert replied, “I have not done you any harm further than to
take you prisoner, for the goods that you say are yours, as well as
the captured boat, belong to the King of Spain, and as such I have
seized them; for I cannot but believe that in a boat belonging to an
individual there would be sent on the account of the King some few
articles for establishments as large and extensive as the Ylinueses;
and it was enough, in fact, that there should be a parcel or a cask
stamped with the mark of the King to know that all the rest of the
goods were going for the same purpose.” He added that he would
give a certificate of this seizure, which he in fact did give to the
witness, who, after he recovered his liberty, sent it to the governor
general of the province in the letter which he has already said was
written by Madame Cruzat.

Colbert also said to the witness, “Before I arrested you I already
knew about your coming, who you were, on what day you left New
Orleans, what cargo you were bringing, in short everything that was
necessary for me to know in order to seize you, as I have done. In
proof of this you may see here a letter from the capital.” The witness
did in fact see the letter, but could not read it because it was written
in English, nor did he recognize the signature. The witness did all
he could to get Colbert to give it to him, but never succeeded. This
is all that passed between the witness and Colbert in their first
conversation. The second was not less worthy of attention.

The witness being with Colbert, Colonel Malguibry,® and the
man named Cily, second in command of the robber party, Col-
bert said, after speaking of other matters not at all important,

18 Colonel McGillivray.
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“If we had not taken you, Monsieur Labadia, we would now be masters
of the fort of Arkansas, for we would have fallen upon it if you had
delayed some days; but we shall not fail within six or seven days
to carry out this project. 'We know also that the fort of Natchez is
difficult to take at this time, but we shall blockade it within
a short time, and, as we attack, we shall make it easy for those
inhabitants who are not satisfied with the Spanish government to
retire with their families and slaves; and in the case of those who do
not wish to do this, and who abandon their possessions, we will destroy
everything with fire and blood. If we cannot take the fort by causing
its garrison to suffer from lack of provisions and munitions, we shall
abandon the site, and retire satisfied with having done all the harm
possible.”

Colbert then went on, “Mr. Haricson (who is a colonel, escaped from
Natchez) has gone to Georgia to look for two regiments. He ought
to be back by autumn, and immediately upon his arrival all the
English in the Chickasaw nation will unite with those of us who are
here, with many Indians of the nation named, and some of the
Choctaws to go and attack the Ylinueses. We know minutely their
present situation, that only the town of St. Louis is fortified, and
Ste. Geneviéve is open on all sides, as well as the rest of Ylinueses.
We are not ignorant that there is a very small garrison in the Spanish
district and none at all in the American; and if we cannot possess
ourselves of that country we will at least cause a general destruction
that will make us well-known.”

Colbert would have continued his narrative without doubt if
Malguibry had not interrupted him by saying, “You talk very freely,
and are making our projects known to a man who, if he is given his
liberty today or tomorrow, will not forget to publish our intention,
which will not be in any way favorable to us in carrying it out.”
This reproof immediately closed the mouth of Colbert, and he never
again spoke to the witness of matters of this nature, except that before
sending away the witness Colbert handed to him a sealed packet for
the governor general of the province, which Madame Cruzat carried
to deliver to the said governor.

The witness says that some days after he had been made prisoner
there arrived at the camp in which he was detained a young man
called Benjamin Fee,'® a Hollander. This person went immediately
on his arrival to greet the witness and Madame Cruzat, saying to
them, “I learned with sorrow in the Chickasaw nation, where I have
taken refuge, of the misfortune which you have suffered. I regret
deeply seeing you reduced to suffer the sad and painful situation
in which you are, and the ill-treatment you receive at the hands

18a Benjamin Fooy.
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of this band of rascals. They are unworthy to be men and ignorant
that they ought to be humane and should respect the sacred rights of
peoples and of honor. In short I have come to see if I can serve you,
and, if so, you may be assured of my services with complete confidence,
and I will prove to you with repeated acts as far as I can that I am
your true friend, and that I have a Spanish heart, as you will see.
If I am with the Chickasaw Indians it is because my fatal destiny
has involved me in an occurrence which I am going to relate to you.”

He immediately began his narration in these words: “My name is
Benjamin Fee, and I am a native of Holland. I have been several
times in New Orleans and am known there by various persons (whom
he named). Lately I was in Mobile, when the commandant of that
post caused the arrest of Monsieur Adam (with whom I was staying
and who was a resident of that settlement) because of an accusation
made against him by one of his Negroes that he had aided the flight
of a deserter from that garrison. I said to this Negro, ‘Scoundrel, if
you were mine, for having committed such a black deed I would cause
you to be given one hundred lashes.”’ This which I said to him
thoughtlessly had the most lamentable consequences for me, for this
Negro went immediately to inform the commandant what I had said
to him. The commandant immediately sent for me and without
saying anything else read to me the sentence pronounced upon me.
He assured me that if after two hours I was still in the territory of
Mobile he would cause me to be hanged, and he put his unjust
sentence into effect by causing me to be taken across a bayou immedi-
ately by some soldiers, who told me to get away from there as soon
as possible. Seeing myself without recourse in a forest, not knowing
to what land I could direct my steps in order to live in security, I
went with the greatest repugnance to take refuge with the Chickasaw
nation, where I have remained, concealing my pain and grief. If his
Excellency, Don Bernardo de Géalvez, whose justice, generosity, and
nobleness of heart I know by experience, knew of my innocence I do
not doubt that he would absolve my sentence and would permit me
to come back to his government and live in it as a good Spanish
subject. This I have been and always shall consider myself to be,
as you will learn from my actions while a cruel fate compels
you and me to remain among this barbarous and unworthy
rabble. One can have no confidence in them because they are people
of different nations, who do not know or possess any humanity, honor,
compassion, or virtue whatever. You may live in peace, certain that
every day, but secretly (for I fear they distrust me), I will try to
inform you of anything that I may learn of the intentions of these
evil doers.”

The witness says the promise was fulfilled by this honorable youth



POST WAR DECADE, 1782-1791 31

with the greatest zeal and exactitude, and he proved his affection
for the fatherland by doing for the prisoners in general, and par-
ticularly for the witness, Madame Cruzat and her children, every-
thing that lay in his power to soften the hardships of the ill-fortune
from which they were suffering. A few days before the boat was sent
away he came to bid farewell, saying that he was returning to the
Chiclkasaw nation because he had become suspected by the infamous
bandits, and feared, if he remained longer, that his presence would
perhaps in the future be disastrous to the prisoners. He therefore
begged the witness and Madame Cruzat to intercede with the
governor general to grant him his favor, and relieve him of his exile,
in consideration of his innocence and proved good behavior. He
promised that at the first hint in writing from the governor he would
present himself wherever he was ordered to go. The witness and
Madame Cruzat promised to do this as soon as they should obtain
their liberty, and they gave him the thanks due to him for all that
he had done in behalf of all the prisoners. Before his departure he
assured the witness and the lady that all that Colbert had told
them of his projects were his actual intentions, and that, if Haricson
did not come with the two regiments which he had gone to seek in
Georgia for the purpose of attacking the settlement of Ylinueses, it
would be due to some occurrence as extraordinary as unexpected
which would prevent him.

The witness states that the person in command of the party which
took him prisoner is Colbert, a man of some sixty years, but in good
health, with a strong constitution, active and capable of enduring
the greatest hardships in war and possessing a violent temper. He has
been known for more than forty years among the Chickasaws, Choc-
taws, and various other nations of Indians. He is settled in the
nation of the Chickasaws, where he has a very fine house, with some
hundred and fifty Negroes, according to what he himself told the
witness. This man is one of the greatest enemies of our nation,
against which he is so angered that, notwithstanding the constant
supplications of the witness and Madame Cruzat, he would never
consent to set at liberty the soldier of this detachment, Joseph Crespo.
He said in an insolent, ironic, and contemptuous tone, that the latter
was a native Spaniard, and that as such he wished to keep him, for
he esteemed the people of this nation highly, and that he wished all
the rest of the prisoners were the same.

He also said to Madame Cruzat on the day of the capture of the
boat, “I did not wish to catch you, but your husband ; he escaped
from me when he recently came up from the capital and I was coming
down from the Tron Mine, where, while making an attack upon that
American fort with five hundred Indians, I received three wounds,
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which you see here (showing them to her), and that was the reason
why I could not capture your husband, although I saw him when I
was coming down the river and he was going up.”

This Colbert has several sons (whom he has had by Chickasaw
women), who are today very important chiefs in that nation, and by
consequence their father is also. The abovementioned Cilly, second
in command of this party of evil-doers, is a man of almost the same
qualities, characteristics, wealth, and importance among the Indians
as Colbert. Colonel Malguibri is highly considered among all the
Indians of these nations. He was not concerned in the capture of
the boat, but came some days after that with orders which were
carried out, and which appeared to emanate from Monsieur Tranble
who is in the aforesaid Chickasaw nation. The witness thinks that
the latter is the principal head of the Chickasaws as well as of the
rebels, for the reason that he is much loved, obeyed, and respected
among both.

Although there were no more than forty men in the party which
captured the witness and his boat and crew, every day many rebels
came and went, and their number seemed to him to be some hundred
and fifty, that is, those that he could see. The rebels themselves told
him that with those that he saw and those who remained in the
Chickasaw nation there were all together three hundred white men
of different nations, English, American, and French, besides a Swiss
called Francisco de Grange, who speaks many languages, and who
deserted from the fort of Mobile, where he was a Spanish soldier. He
is a man at least as inhuman and barbarous as the rest of his com-
panions. The witness states that there are also in the Chickasaw
nation, as he learned, some hundred Negro slaves of the abovemen-
tioned rebels. Apparently there are comprised in the number of
these the indentured servants of Monsieur Lafon, Lebran, Petiton,
and Basco, for the witness has seen them take up goods, divide them,
and dispose of them, and in fact do everything that is done by the
rebels themselves. The latter are composed of people from Natchez,
Arkansas, Ylinueses, and in short of the different posts of the colony.
Many of these brigands are known to the witness. It seems that the
Chickasaw nation and part of the Choctaws are not much inclined
in general towards the rebels, except towards the chiefs, Tranble,

- Colbert, Cilly, and Malguibry, so that the witness believes that al-
though it may not be impossible, at least it will be very difficult to
induce these Indians to deliver or allow to be arrested the above-
named, no matter what efforts may be made.

The witness declares that the rebels keep a good guard, and an
exact and well-disciplined service. They told him they had two out-
posts on the bank of the river, one fifteen leagues above the site where
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they are, and the other fifteen leagues below; and that about a league
and a half from the place where he was captured they had discovered
the boat and listened to hear if the oarsmen spoke in Spanish. If
they had learned by the language that they were of this nation, it
was their intention to go to the spot where the capture took place
and open a general fire on them, then leap aboard with their toma-
hawks to make an end to all of them, for it is against the Spaniards
that their greatest wrath and desire to do evil is aroused. This is all
that the witness had left to say of the situation of those rebels, for
they have no fortification whatever at the place where he left them.

Question.
How many Spanish prisoners have the aforesaid brigands or pirates
in their power ?

Reply.
Of the whites and slaves, of his boat as well as that of Lafon, there
are still thirty-four, and in the Chickasaw nation nine, four of the
aforesaid boat from Arkansas, which had set out loaded, as he has
already said, for the river of St. Francis, where five men were killed
and the boat seized. The other five are a sergeant and four soldiers
whom Colbert himself with his sons had made prisoners in Mobile.
The witness says that he had forgotten to say that the said rebels
asked him the following question:

“Have you met Monsieur Meson, the Frenchman ¢”

“Yes.”

“Did he not say anything to you ¢”

“Nothing,” said the witness, “except that everything was very quiet
along the river, and that he had not observed in coming down any-
thing that might be prejudicial to me or prevent my arrival at my
destination.”

To this they replied, “Meson is a good man; he has been here with
us; he has given us provisions and rum ; we told him our projects, and
that we were waiting for you in order to take you prisoner, for we
knew about your coming up. He gave us his word not to let you
know about this; he has kept his promise; and he is a truly good
man.”

When the witness heard this he could not help thinking of the
black treason with which Meson had deceived him, after he had aided
him when he found him, as he has already described. For if this
traitor had told him that the rebels were waiting for him at the
Ecores, without doubt the witness would have retreated to the city
of New Orleans, or would only have gone as far as Arkansas, where
he would have awaited better circumstances for continuing his route
to Ylinueses. The boat would not have been seized, nor, consequently,
the goods of the King that were in it. The witness also says that a
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little after his descent to Arkansas the corporal who acted as com-
mandant in the old fort informed Don Balthazar de Villiers that some
people who appeared to be enemies had been seen in the immediate
neighborhood of the old fort. Immediately Don Balthazar de Villiers
caused the aforesaid corporal with his four soldiers to retreat to the
new establishment. The witness presumes that the persons seen might
be scouts belonging to some party of the rebels who were coming to
attack the aforesaid post of Arkansas, as they had assured him they
would not be long in doing. The witness is ignorant of the results
of this because he set out on the march by land immediately (after
this report) in order to come and give information, as has been said,
to Sefior Don Francisco Cruzat of all that he has related, particu-
larly of all the intentions of our enemies against these settlements.
This is the only purpose of his coming to Ylinueses before going down
to the capital of the colony.
Question.
Has he anything more to say or add or take away from his preceding
declaration; is it the same as he has given; does he sign and ratify
it, and what is his age?
Leply.

He has nothing to add or take away from his preceding declaration,
which has been read to him and of which he has taken due notice.
He declares it the same as he has given; and he affirms and ratifies
it under the oath that he has taken. He is forty years old, and he
signed it with the witnesses present as stated, and with me, lieutenant
governor, on the same day, month, and year as above.

Joser DE LA PENA (Rubric) STRE, Lapeap (Rubric)

Frax®. Cruzat (Rubric) Jacoso Du Breurr (Rubric)

ReporTs OF Brrrrisg Prans 1o ArTack SpanNism ILriNois
July 8, 1782.1°

The Sefiores Don Pedro Picoté de Belestre, Don Francisco Vallé,
and Don Silbestre Labadia, all three residents of this district, have
arrived in this town of St. Louis from the post of Carlos III of
Arkansas bringing various reports among which is one very adverse
to the preservation of these settlements. Therefore, in the town of
St. Louis on the eighth day of July, 1782, I, Don Francisco Cruzat,
lieutenant colonel of infantry, captain of grenadiers of the fixed
regiment of Louisiana, commander-in-chief and lieutenant governor
of the western part of Ylinueses and its districts, have directed Don
Jacobo Du Breuil and Don Josef Lépez de la Pefia, captains of the

aforesaid regiment, to take, in the presence of assisting witnesses, the
¥ BL.
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reports that follow with the object of verifying the origin of the news
as well as the circumstances that surround it.

Since 1t is necessary to interrogate Don Pedro Picoté de Belestre
and Don Francisco Vallé, the first two mentioned, who have no
knowledge of the Spanish tongue, it is necessary to appoint an in-
terpreter who is acquainted with the Spanish and French languages.
I hereby name for the discharge of this duty Don Benito Basquez,
lieutenant of the first company of militia of this town, a person who
is familiar with both the languages referred to. After notification,
he promised under his word of honor to be faithful and loyal in this
charge which he accepted; and he signed with the witnesses men-
tioned and with me, the said lieutenant governor.

Jacoso Du Brreutr (Rubric) Bexiro BazqQuez (Rubric)
Joser pE LA PENA (Rubric) Fran®. Cruzar (Rubric)

DecraraTiON oF Doxn Pepro Prcort pE BELESTRE

I immediately caused to appear before me in the presence of the
aforesaid witnesses Don Pedro Picoté de Belestre, retired officer in
the service of His Most Christian Majesty, and resident of this
town of St. Louis. After making him place his right hand on the
hilt of his sword, I asked him (through the interpreter) if he swore
before God and promised the King upon his word of honor to
speak the truth in everything I might ask him.

Reply.
He does so swear and promise.

Question.
What is his name, what is his country, what religion does he profess,
and where does he have his permanent residence?

Reply.
His name is Don Pedro Picoté de Belestre, he is a native of the city
of Montreal, one of the cities of Canada, his religion is Apostolic
Roman Catholic, and his residence is in this town of St. Louis.

Question.
Does he know the man named Willing? Since when, and in what
locality ¢

Reply.
He knows him, on account of having seen him lately in the fort of
Arkansas, where he arrived from the Falls of the Ohio River on
the 30th of last May. He brought the news that the French and
Americans were accomplishing great marvels; that General Wash-
ington was gathering his army in the north of the American conti-
nent, and that it was believed that it was for the purpose of going
from there to Canada, according to public rumor, although no one
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could ever penetrate the intentions of that general. To these reports
Willing added that the English, commanded by the former governor
of Detroit, named Monsieur Hamilton, who was taken prisoner at
the post of Vincennes by General Clark, were to come down by
the Ohio River and take possession of the posts of Ylinueses.
Question.
Did the aforesaid Willing say at what time the said enemies were
to come, and with how many men? Did he say whether it would
be with regular troops, Indians, or militia, or with cannon, and
whether by land or water? In short, let him tell everything that
he knows or that may give exact knowledge of anything that may
be of consequence to know in this very important matter.
Reply.
He says that he heard nothing more than he has already told, but
that perhaps Don Francisco Vallé and Don Silbestre Labadia may
know other facts relative to this matter, for the reason that the
witness was ill at the time and therefore could not hold long con-
versations with the aforesaid Willing.
Question.
Has he anything more to say or to add or take away from his
preceding declaration, is it the same as he has given, and what is
his age.
Reply.
The preceding declaration is the same as he gave, and he has nothing
to add or withdraw from the said statement, which he signs and
ratifies under his word of honor which he has given. He is forty-
two years of age. He signed it with the assisting witnesses above-
mentioned and with me, the said lieutenant governor, on the same
day, month, and year as above.
Joser pE LA Pefa (Rubric) P1cors pE BrrEsTRE (Rubric)
Jacoro Du Brreuin (Rubric) Beniro Bazqurz (Rubric)
Fran®, Cruzar (Rubric)

DrcraraTioN oF Don Frawcisco VALLE.

Immediately afterwards I, the said lieutenant governor, caused to
appear before me in the presence of the assisting witnesses, Francisco
Vallé, sub-lieutenant of militia of the town of St. Geneviéve. After
making him put his right hand on the hilt of his sword, I asked him
if he swore before God and promised the King on his word of honor
to speak the truth in whatever he might be asked by me through the
interpreter.

Reply.
He so swears and promises.
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Question.
What is his name, his native country, his religion, and where is his
permanent residence?
Reply.
His name is Don Francisco Vallé, he is a native of the town of
Ste. Genevitve, district of Ylinueses, his religion Apostolic Roman
Catholic, and his present residence is in the said town of Ste.
Geneviéve.
Question.
Does he know the abovementioned Willing and, if so, for how long
and where did he know him?
Reply.
He has heard it said that the aforesaid Willing came down some
years ago by the Ohio River to the city of New Orleans, destroying
on his voyage the possessions which the English had on the east
side of this river; but the first time that he saw him was recently
at the post of Arkansas. Just as the witness was about to return
to these settlements, the aforesaid Willing arrived on the 80th of
last May, coming from the Falls of the Ohio River. He brought
news that he had been personally exchanged for Governor Hamilton,
and that the latter was to come down, presumably, to capture the
Ylinueses.
Question.
Did he hear the said Willing give the number of the enemy that
was to come, or state whether they would bring regular troops,
savages, or militia ?
Reply.
He did not hear Willing say anything about that matter.
Question.
Has he anything to add to or take from the declaration that he has
given, does he sign and ratify it under the oath that he has taken,
and what is his age?
Reply.
He has nothing to add to nor withdraw from his preceding declara-
tion, which is the same that he gave, and he affirms and ratifies
it under the oath that he has taken. He is twenty-four years of
age. He signed it with the aforesaid witnesses, interpreter and me,
lieutenant governor.
Varrg fils (Rubric) Benrro Bazquez (Rubric)
Joser o La PERA (Rubric) JacoBo Du Breuir (Rubric)
Fran®. Cruzar (Rubric),



38 SPAIN IN THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY

Dzecraration oF Don SrisestrRE LiaBADIA

On the same day, month, and year, I, the aforesaid lieutenant
governor, caused Don Silbestre Labadia to appear before me in
the presence of the assisting witnesses. After causing him to lift
his right hand and make with it the sign of the cross, I asked him
if he swore before God and promised the King to speak the truth
in regard to the matter about which I was going to interrogate him.

Reply.
He so swears and promises.
Question.
What is his name, his native country, his religion, his present
residence, and business?
Reply.
His name is Don Silbestre Labadia, he is a native of Tarbe, a
province of Bigore in France; his religion Apostolic Roman Catholic,
his actual residence has been in this post of St. Louis of Ylinueses
for the last eighteen years; and his business is that of merchant.
Question.
From what place did he last come when he arrived at this town?
Reply.
He came from the post of Arkansas, where he was for six days.
Question.
During the six days that he was at the post of Arkansas did any
American arrive with news?
Reply.
On the 30th day of May there arrived at that post the aforesaid
Willing, who called himself American. The witness never knew him
until that time, except by the general report current some four years
ago when he had come down the Mississippi attacking and destroying
all the settlements of the English on the east side of that river.
Question.
What information did the said Willing give the witness concerning
these settlements or any other place? In short, let him give a de-
tailed narration of everything that he heard said in the time that he
remained at the post of Arkansas.
Reply.
The aforesaid Willing told the witness that these settlements of
Ylinueses were menaced by Governor Hamilton, who had been ex-
changed for the said Willing. He stated that the said Hamilton was
to come down and attack them with regular troops, savages, and in
fact with all the people that he can collect. The witness is ignorant
as to whether he is likely to be supported by artillery. The said
Willing charged him very particularly to come and give information
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of this plan of Hamilton to Sefior Don Francisco Cruzat so that this
commandant may take all the measures for his defence that may
appear feasible to him in the present situation and in respect to the
future menace to the country under his command.
Question.
Has he anything else to say, add to, or take from his preceding decla-
ration? Is it the same that he has given, and what is his age?
Reply.
He has nothing else to say, add to, or withdraw from the preceding
declaration, which is the same that he gave. His age is forty years.
He signed it with the aforesaid witnesses and with me, the said lieu-
tenant governor, on the same day, month, and year as stated above.

Joser pE La PeNA (Rubric), ST%, Lassap (Rubric),
FranCo0, CruzaT (Rubric), Jacoso Du Breumn (Rubric).

Counom oF War Herp at St. Louis
July 9, 178820

Obgervations made by Don Francisco Cruzat, brevet lieutenant
colonel of infantry, captain of grenadiers of the fixed regiment of
Louisiana, commander-in-chief and lieutenant governor of the west-
ern part of Ylinueses and its districts, to the council of officers of the
garrison of this town of St. Louis, held in the government hall today,
July 9, 1782.
First.
Of all the settlements of Ylinueses the only one which is now in a
state of defense is this abovementioned town of St. Louis. That of
Ste. Genevidve is open on all sides, and without any defense. The
houses are too far apart from each other to give reciprocal aid quickly.
And even though one wished to fortify it, it would be very difficult,
and would cost the royal treasury a great deal. It would also require
two or three years to surround with a fortification the large circuit
formed by the extent of the said town; and, moreover, there would
never be enough people there to defend it if it were built. On account
of its local situation it is placed to receive the first shock if any attack
were to be made by enemies coming from below.
Second.

All the American settlements of Illinois are probably in a defenseless
state, without any garrison or store of munitions of war or provisions
sufficient to maintain themselves on the defensive and resist for any
time those who may attack them. There are no indications that the
Americans will give them more help than they have given up to now,
which has been none at all. It is known that in these establish-
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ments referred to there are no military commanders nor persons in-
structed in the art of war who can prepare a methodical plan of
defense which would render them safe for any length of time in case
of invasion or preserve them while waiting for me. In the meantime
it would be doubtful as to whether they would conquer or be
conquered.

Third.
By the declaration presented to the council by Don Silbestre Labadia,
master of the boat which was captured at Los Ecores & Margo on the
second of last May, it appears that the merchandise which was going
up in it belonging to the King and destined as presents this year to the
Indian nations of this district, as well as the munitions which were
being sent from the capital for the defense of these posts, were all
seized by a party of rebels and pirates on the said spot. The latter
assured the said Don Silbestre Labadia that they were awaiting
Colonel Haricson, who had gone to Georgia to look for two regiments
to unite with the aforesaid rebels who number three hundred white
men of various nations. This autumn they will all attack, together
with the Chickasaws and some Choctaws, the settlements of Ylinueses
and entirely destroy them. This seemed to them all the easier be-
cause they are minutely acquainted with our present situation.

Fourth.
It is well-known that I am without any goods with which to make
presents to the numerous parties of Indians who constantly gather at
this town. They come from all parts, many of them belonging to the
nations who are neighbors to our enemies and only a short time ago
were devoted to them. In time of peace they were never in the habit
of coming to this town. Even though the merchants here have in
their possession some goods which may be bought and presented to
the Indians, they cost the King dearly. Even brandy is hardly to be
found in this town, although it is one of the articles most essential
to satisfy the aforesaid Indians, and I do not know what may result
from this lack of drink and the limited presents that I am now com-
pelled to give them, at a time when our enemies are making the
greatest efforts to strengthen themselves by giving them the most
splendid presents.

Fifth.
I am ignorant of whether the English of Detroit or of Michillimack-
inac being informed, as they are without doubt by the Indians who
come and go, of the critical situation of these settlements, will or will
not arouse by dint of presents some of the Indian nations. They may
come with these to attack, if not those of my command, perhaps those
of the American district, knowing that once they are masters of that
region it will be easy for them to blockade the towns of this western
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side and overrun the fields, destroy our new habitations, establish-
ments, and cattle. In that case I shall be compelled to reduce all my
operations solely to defense. On account of the distance between the
capital and those posts mentioned, even though I fulfill my duty in
this part in every possible way, the defense will naturally not be very
prolonged. For once the town of Ste. Geneviéve is in the power
of the enemy this of St. Louis will be left without any recourse as to
provisions since the latter obtains all its supplies from the former.

Siacth.
I do not know whether the rebels, who have spies and secret com-
munications, as has been proved, in all the posts of the colony are
today acting in accord with the English of the Strait, and the latter
with those of Michillimackinae, to make at the same time (some com-
ing from above and others from below) an invasion into these coun-
tries and bring general destruction to all their populations. It is
certain that the English this last spring invited all the nations of
this immense continent to go and see them in the different places where
they are. We know that the concourse at those places was very great,
but we are ignorant as to what will result from it. But we are not
ignorant of the fact that the rebels are threatening us; for it appears
from the declarations presented in the council, taken from Don Pedro
Picoté de Belestre, Don Francisco Vallé, and Don Silbestre Labadia,
that the American called Willing told them at the post of Arkansas
that within a short time Governor Hamilton was to come with suffi-
cient forces to make the conquest of Ylinueses, and he could assure
them that both would co-operate and this would urge on a project
ruinous to the aforesaid establishments.

Seventh,
In the statement which I present you will see what a small number
of troops I have for the defense of the towns under my command,
and whether they are sufficient to guard it.

Eighth.
By the three official letters which I present from Sefior Don Esteban
Miré, governor ad interim of this province, you will also note the in-
structions given me as to the measures I must adopt in this town
immediately on receiving them.

Ninth.
Finally, in view of everything that I have said, and the general in-
constancy of the Indians, I ask the opinion of each one of you
whether it is possible, in the present critical situation in which we
are, to remove from the royal service, as I am directed to do in one
of the official letters referred to dated the 16th of March of this
current year, the militia now employed for the defense and daily
service of this town. I ask you whether it is better to leave the same
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number as is now employed or whether it ought to be increased, in
view of the evident changes in the circumstances of which you are
not ignorant. In the latter case up to what number of men should it
be increased? I also ask whether it is indispensable to maintain the
detachments of the Sefiores Mayet and Buché de Monbrum in the
places where they now are; and also if you will tell me whether it is
best for the royal service to put on the pay of the King a number
of militiamen of the town of Ste. Genevidve, with the corresponding
officers of that company for the defense and custody of that town,
and designate the number that you may consider sufficient. Finally,
I desire that you will give me secretly and in writing the opinion
most in conformity with the knowledge that you have of this country,
least prejudicial to the royal treasury and most worthy of the intelli-
gence, spirit, and honor with which you are all endowed.
Srt. Louis, YLINUESES, July 9, 1782.
Franx®. Cruzar (Rubric)

CounciL oF War at Sr. Louis

July 9, 17822

In the town of St. Louis of Ylinueses on the 9th day of the month
of July of the year 1782, I, Francisco Cruzat, brevet lieutenant
colonel of infantry, captain of the guards of the fixed regiment
of Louisiana, commandant-in-chief, and lieutenant governor of the
western part of Ylinueses and its districts, have this day given
orders to the captains of the aforementioned regiment, Don Jacobo
Du Breuil and Don Josef Lépez de la Pefia, the sub-lieutenant of
grenadiers of the same place, Don Pedro Olivier, the aide-de-camp
of this government, Don Pedro Francisco de Bolsey, and the retired
sub-lieutenant of the aforementioned body, Don Josef Piernas, to
assemble in the office of this government. After they considered and
examined all the documents presented to the council, each one has
given me personally and secretly his opinion in writing, relative to
the defense required for the preservation of the dominions of his
Majesty in this district of Ylinueses, bearing in mind the present
critical situation of the said dominions. Their opinions are as
follows:

Opinion of Captain Don Jacobo Du Breuil.

The disclosures made by Sefior Don Francisco Cruzat, lieutenant
colonel of the army, and commandant-in-chief of the western district
of the Ylinueses, president of the council which is today taking
place, have been considered. He has laid before us the orders of
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the general government of this province wherein he is directed to
demobolize the militia which is actually in service. In view of this
fact and the reports which we have, the intention of the rebel refugees
of the Chickasaw nation should be taken into consideration. They
are planning raids upon these settlements, for the daring of these
pirates is well known through the ill treatment given to our prisoners,
as is deduced by the declaration of Don Silbestre Labadia.

Don Pedro de Belestre and Don Francisco Vallé report that the
American Willing requested them to advise the said commandant to
take precautions in order to guard against the intentions of Gover-
nor Hamilton (royalist), who will, in all probability, come by the
Ohio River (as is understood) in order to take possession of the
country. As to the place through which it is said he must pass,
one must presume that it is Hamilton’s method to give out this
information, in order to divert any opposition to his descent, which
he would be able to execute with far greater ease by the Mississippi
River. It seems to me, therefore, that it is advisable for the preserva-
tion of the country that the same number of militia shall do duty
in this section, which is very vast and in which there are many
places that must be protected. These cannot be defended with the
small troop we have. For the safety of the town of Ste. Geneviéve
it is also advisable to enlist fifty militiamen with two subalterns and
the corresponding sergeants and corporals, in order to send out
scouting parties as far as Ohio River.

Jacoso Du Breom. (Rubric)

Opinion of Captain Josef Lopez de la Peia.

The disclosures made by Sefior Don Francisco Cruzat, brevet
lieutenant colonel and commander-in-chief of these settlements, have
been considered in a council held today, the 9th of July. The
information which I have concerning the post of St. Louis makes
it the main consideration of this colony because it borders on the
enemy’s line and is larger than all the other posts of this and the
other district. The length of the aforementioned post, its narrow
width, and its greater circumference, may be seen. There are three
batteries, one tower with five cannon, and four principal gates in
this post. The aforesaid post is completely exposed on the river side.
Considering the very unfavorable consequences which might occur,
if the enemy were instructed as to the number of men who are in
service at the post, it is my opinion that there should be maintained
in the royal service, the militia which exists there today, irrespective
of the limited number of troops there stationed, with the under-
standing that the regular soldiers are to be employed only for the
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interior service of the aforesaid post. These detachments should
remain permanent and separate from that of the militia.

As to the town of Ste. Geneviéve, it will be not less desirable
(according to the information which the aforementioned commander-
in-chief gave to the council) to place in actual service forty men
with one subaltern, and the corresponding number of sergeants and
corporals for its protection and defense, so that in any contingency
(these being stationed at the aforesaid post) they will be in a posi-
tion to resist any sudden invasion while the other inhabitants could
band together for its defense. Finally, all means should be taken,
considering the present circumstances, to save (if possible) these
posts for the King in order that they shall safeguard the colony
on this side.

St. Louts or Yruinueses. July 9, 1782.

Joser DE LA PERNa (Rubric)

Opinion of Pedro Olivier, sub-lieutenant of grenadiers.

Don Francisco de Cruzat, brevet lieutenant colonel, commander-in-
chief and lieutenant governor of the settlements in the western section
of Ylinueses, in the council which was celebrated today, ninth of July
1782, at his house presented several orders from the general govern-
ment which demanded the demobilization of the militia service
employed in the preservation of the aforesaid settlements. He makes
the observation that the number of troops which we have for its
defense is limited, and the condition in which we find ourselves is
critical, because of what happened to the boats which were coming
up from the capital to this point, and also because of the suspicion
of an invasion into our settlements on the part of the same English
who took possession of our vessels, a belief which is substantiated
by the declaration of Labadia, Belestre, and Vallé.

Therefore, I am of the opinion that the same number of troops
of militia which up to the present day is employed in this post of
St. Louis, should be maintained in its defense. Considering the state
of indefense in which the town of Ste. Geneviéve finds itself, I am
also of the opinion that there should be appointed forty men, and
a subaltern officer of the militia for that town, who shall be utilized
in reconnoitering in order to prevent any surprise attack.

Prpro Orivier (Rubric)

Opinion of Don Pedro Bolsey, aide-de-camp of this government.

In view of the orders which Sefior Don Francisco Cruzat brevet
lieutenant colonel and commandant of these settlements of Ylinueses,
has shown to us in the council which was held today, July 9th,
in the office of the government, and in consonance with the declara-
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tions given by Don Pedro Picoté de Belestre, Don Francisco Vallg,
and Don Silbestre Labadia, it appears to me that in order to be able
to protect the aforesaid post and preserve it from the attacks which
threaten from the rebels, it is necessary to retain the militia which
exists at present in the service of this town. Likewise, in order to
protect the inhabitants of the town of Ste. Genevitve from the same
hostilities, I am of the opinion that there should be placed on active
duty fifty men of the company of militia of that post, including
sergeants and corporals. Because of the limited number of regular
troops which are available in that place, these should do the required
outpost duty to prevent any surprise attack which the aforementioned
rebels might attempt to make. This is what my knowledge dictates
to me according to the information which I have of the country.
Dr Borsey

O pinion of the sub-lieutenant, Don Josef Piernas.

As a result of the authentic and trustworthy documents which were
presented in the council held today by its president, Don Francisco
Cruzat, lieutenant colonel of infantry, captain of the grenadiers of
the regular regiment of Louisiana, commandant-in-chief and lieu-
tenant governor of the western section of Ylinueses and its district, it
seems that the settlements His Majesty has in this district find them-
selves threatened with a terrible invasion by the English, as well as
by the rebels and pirates who have found refuge in the Chickasaw
nation. It is necessary to comply with the pious intentions of our
august sovereign in the protection of his dominions and in affording
full protection to his loyal subjects. In order to accomplish the
preservation of those vassals whom the King has in these towns from
a catastrophe as unfortunate for them and for the colony as that so
grievously experienced at St. Louis in the year 1780, the tragic
impression of which many of these inhabitants will be unable to
obliterate the rest of their lives, I am of the opinion, considering the
physical risk, which is obvious, and the insufficient number of veteran
troops which today exists in this aforesaid town, that there should be
retained for its defense and daily service the number of militiamen
already in service, in exactly the same position in which they are
today.

Considering the disadvantageous local situation in which the town
of Ste. Genevié¢ve finds itself and the small detachment which garri-
sons it, there should be placed there in the pay of the King fifty men
men from that company of militia with their two respective subaltern
officers. These should daily serve in scouting by land or by water, as
may be deemed advisable, or in nightly watches, outside of the area of
the aforesaid town, or in any other capacity that future events may
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demand. This is my opinion, and I consider this plan the least
burdensome to the royal treasury, and the one most adapted to the
present critical circumstances. Although the safety of these settle-
ments can not be assured, they will at least be saved by this means
from a surprise attack, and from the general desolation produced by
the horrors of an assault, especially when administered by such bar-
barous and ferocious people as are those with whom we war on this
continent, which a terrible and not far distant experience has taught

us to know.
Josepa Prernas (Rubric)

In consideration of the preceding opinions by the officers called
together by me in this council, I have resolved, notwithstanding the
orders which I have received by this last mail, that there shall remain
in actual service the militia which is today employed in the defense
of this town of St. Louis. I have also decided that, in the town of
Ste. Genevitve, fifty men shall be placed in the pay of the King,
including sergeants and corporals of that company with their two
subaltern officers. With this arrangement the orders of the general

government shall be awaited.
Fran®. Cruzar (Rubric)

CruzaT T0o M4

July [9], 1782 %2

My Drar Sr: I have received your letter containing an order from
Your Lordship, dated March 16th of the present year, in which I am
notified that upon its receipt I shall immediately suspend the service
of the militia in this town of St. Louis, unless powerful reasons shall
oblige me to the contrary. I beg to advise Your Lordship that by
reason of the verbal declarations received from Don Silbestre Labadia,
Don Pedro Picoté de Belestre, and Don Francisco Vallé, on the 29th
of last May, when they arrived from the fort of Arkansas, to the
effect that these settlements were threatened by an invasion, I resolved
to consider the matter with the aforementioned gentlemen seriously
and take their declarations in writing. I decided to call a council of
the officers who guard this town so that the aforesaid declarations
might be taken, and so that the order of Your Lordship and the
observations which the critical situation of these posts have moved
me to make might be considered. I desired that each person
should decide according to his best judgment and his knowledge of
this country that which would be of greater adaptability to its defense
and preservation, less expensive to the royal treasury, and more in
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conformity to the protection which our august sovereign so benignly
confers on his loyal subjects.

In accordance with all the documents relative to the aforementioned
council called, which I herewith remit, Your Lordship may see the
opinion of each individual who assisted, and the powerful reasons
which I have had to retain in actual service in the referred-to town
the same number of militiamen that were there prior to the receipt
of the aforementioned order of Your Lordship. You may also see
the indispensable necessity in which I find myself of placing in the
pay of the King at the town of Ste. Geneviéve fifty men of that
company of militia, including sergeants and corporals with their two
respective subaltern officers, so that with this number of employees
and the meager detachment of veteran troops which are in that town,
its defense and preservation may be aided. Thereby the place will
escape a surprise attack which is today the thing most to be feared
by the towns of this region. I am persuaded that when Your Lord-
ship has examined all the documents which I include herewith, you
will not disapprove of my resolution. Only the service of the King,
the honor of the country, the preservation of these settlements under
my command in which all this province is interested because it is
one of the most important keys, and the compliance with my obliga-
tion, have been and will always be the guiding power of my actions,
as is well-known. I make all this known to Your Lordship for your
information.

May God preserve the life of Your Lordship many years.

St. Louis or YLINUESES, July, 1782.

Your devoted servant kisses the hand of Your Lordship.

Fran® Cruzar (Rubric)

Sefior Dox EsTeBaN MIR6.

Gmsavrr To M6
July 29,1782 %

Sm: With the deepest respect and the sincerest wishes possible
towards Your Lordship, I beg you to spare a moment of your precious
time to listen to my petition.

In the last fourteen years since I have been a missionary to the
Illinois, I have tried hard to serve both St. Louis and Ste. Geneviéve
as well as the parish of my district, especially Ste. Geneviéve. Mr.
Piernas will be able to testify to this quite faithfully. I have never
received any other sums than a modest contingent fee. I have already
received from your illustrious predecessor, Mr. Don Bernardo Galvez,
refuge in the Spanish district in the name of the King, to avoid the
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barbaric fury of our enemies; at present everything is worse than ever.

Without commander, soldiers or laws, without any discipline what-
soever, everything there, on the contrary, going on in the greatest
spiritual and temporal disorder, I request humbly your permission to
place myself and my belongings under the protection of His Catholic
Majesty at Ste. Genevidve, and I shall do everything possible to
fulfill the duties of a good citizen and a zealous priest. I hope that
Messrs. Cruzat and Piernas will put in a good word for me, as I have
the honor of being known to them. Mr. de Rocheblave, escaped from
Virginia although he was free there, and is now at Michillimakinac.
His anger with the Illinois is more to be feared than that of any other
enemy if he can find enough forces or tricks to surprise them,
especially our part where everything is open. This is the main reason
for your Lordship to grant my request. I shall not cease praying
for the preservation of a health which is so necessary to the colony,
and am with deepest respect,

Sir, Your most humble and obedient servant,

P. GiBavrr (Rubric), Priest-Missionary
At Ste. GENEVIEVE, July 29, 1782.

Cruzat 10 OrFFrcials oF Kasgasgra AND CAHOKIA
August 4, 1782

Copy of @ Letter Written to the Courts of Kaskaskia and Cahokia
of the American District of the Illinois.

GentLeMEN: Troubles were caused recently on the Mississippi by
a number of rebels and bandits who are committing the most atrocious
hostilities against the subjects of His Catholic Majesty in this colony.
Some people under the name of Americans come to seek refuge in
our posts in order thereafter to inform these same malefactors of our
movements so that, thus informed, they might with certainty do us
harm, and they often themselves mingle with these bandits. Thus
the general government of this province is obliged to take the wisest
measures to put a stop to these acts of piracy. Specific orders have
been given to the commanders of the small posts to arrest all persons
who shall pass through these posts without a passport signed by the
Spanish commander.

Therefore, I warn you, gentlemen, that all those who will come
down from the eastern part of the Illinois to New Orleans or other
places of this said province without my passport will be arrested by
the commanders of the forts on both sides of the Mississippi. This
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might be very harmful to your commerce, notwithstanding the fact
that there may be no other alternative. I shall send you at your dis-
cretion the passports which you shall request of me for the lower
parts of the province.

I have the honor of being with consideration, Gentlemen, your most
humble and obedient servant.

Francisco CRUZAT.
St. Louts oF THE Irrivos, August 4, 1782.

Cruzat T0 [MIrS]
August 5, 1782 25

My Drar Sm: The absolute lack of any regulation in the American
district permits a great number of persons to come down the Missis-
sippi River without any passports. This allows the entrance into our
posts of the bandits who infest the banks of Mississippi River.
They introduce themselves in the guise of Americans and ascertain
what happens therein. This enables them effectively to accomplish all
their perverse intentions against the subjects of his Majesty, of which
I have ample evidence. VVith the rebels come various persons from
Illinois, who under this pretext have become deserters and have
passed through our aforementioned posts as Americans. I have, there-
fore, written to the tribunals or courts of justice of the American
towns Kaskaskia, and Cahokia a letter in French. I herewith remit
to you a copy and I trust that this provision will not meet with the
displeasure of Your Lordship.

May God preserve Your Lordship many years.

St. Louts or YLINUESES, August 6, 1782.

Your devoted servant kisses the hand of Your Lordship.

Fran©. Cruzar (Rubric)

Cruzat To MI1RrS
August 8, 1782 28

My Dear Sm: Josef Hortiz, resident of this town of St. Louis,
reached here by land the 29th of May of the present year, bringing
the news that the boat of Don Silbestre Labadia was coming up from
that capital laden with goods of the King to be used as presents to
the Indians of this region and also containing money for the payment
of the troops. He also learned passing by the fort of Arkansas,
that, on the Mississippi River further north from this aforementioned
site, there was a party of Natchez rebels, with some Indians who
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awaited the boats that were going up from that city. As a result of
this, I immediately resolved to send the Sub-lieutenant Don Diego
Blanco, with twenty-five men, on one of the King’s boats in order to
render aid, if it were possible, to the boat of the aforesaid Labadia.
This officer started on the 2nd of June of this year.

On the 5th of this same month, I received the news that on the 4th,
a party of the Loup nation, who were coming from that of the Chicka-
saws, had arrived at Ste. Genevidve and reported that at Ecores a
Prudhomme [torn] had been taken prisoner, and that the afore-
mentioned boat of Labadia had been destroyed by a party of these
same rebels. They reported that these had also taken the boat of
Monsieur Lafon coming down from Ste. Genevidve to that city, and
that they had sent to the Chickasaw nation in search of horses in order
to transport the aforesaid merchandise. I have considered that this
news merited the greatest attention, and was moved to send Captain
Jacobo Du Breuil to the town of Ste. Geneviéve on the same day so
that, informed by the same Indians of the circumstances of this event,
he might take, subject to the verbal instructions which I gave to him,
any measures on his own initiative that appeared suitable to such
a critical situation and relative to the unfortunate happening.

As a consequence, the aforementioned officer went down to the town
of Ste. Genevidve where he had a conference with the aforementioned
Indians. Having informed himself of everything, and of the fact
that the Chickasaw nation had had absolutely nothing to do with the
affair and found itself undecided and not knowing what course to
take, he determined to send immediately the aforesaid Loup Indians
and some of the Peoria and Kaskaskia nations to the Chickasaws,
with the purpose of inducing the last not to protect the rebels and
bandits who are refugees in their territory, endeavoring to bring
back our people who are prisoners, and doing everything possible so
that the river might be navigated without danger or difficulty. In
order to conduct this party of Indians which Captain Du Breuil
formed, he bought a boat at Ste. Geneviéve on the account of the
King. He sent Don Carlos Vallé, lieutenant of the company of
militia of this town, out in it with eight militiamen of the same place
and an interpreter, so that our Indians might be landed in the neigh-
borhood of the place where the enemy was. Lieutenant Vallé, by
waiting on the western side for their return from the Chickasaw
nation, would then be enabled to bring up the prisoners which the
said Indians might gather.

This officer accordingly set out from Ste. Genevidve on the 12th of
the same month with the people mentioned, and supplied with all the
necessities incident to an expedition of this kind. Twelve leagues
below Ste. Geneviéve, he found the King’s boat, which was return-
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ing without having been able to find Labadia’s boat, nor having ob-
tained any news of it. Sub-lieutenant Don Diego Blanco was in-
formed by Lieutenant Don Carlos Vallé of what had occurred to the
said boat, and moved by the zeal for the service of the King which
always is his aim, he determined to join this officer and go down with
him up to [torn] which was done [torn]. According to their instruc-
tions, they landed the Indians, and these with some of our men
reconnoitered the territory and found that the enemies had retired
from their camp, which was five leagues up the river Amargo, in
front of which the boat of Labadia had been taken, and not at Ecores
a Prudhomme as had first been said. As a result, they set fire to the
jail which they found, where our prisoners had been locked, and they
returned to the King’s boat.

The Indians then told Sub-lieutenant Don Diego Blanco and
Lieutenant Don Carlos Vallé to return with their men and boats
and await them at the Isla del Buey near the mouth of the Ohio
River, for they were in evident danger in the place where they were.
They estimated it would take twenty-two days to go to and return
from the Chickasaw nation, and that at the expiration of that time
they would return to the town of Ste. Geneviéve, because they might
find themselves obliged to take another road in their departure. This
turned out to be the case. The aforementioned officers went up the
aforesaid Isla del Buey and remained there longer than the pre-
arranged time, but, not having received any news from our afore-
mentioned Indians, found themselves compelled to return to Ste.
Geneviéve where they arrived on the 18th of last month. Immediately
Lieutenant Don Carlos Vallé came by land to notify me of what he
and Don Diego Blanco had accomplished. Realizing that the return
of our party of Indians to Ste. Genevieve could not be long delayed,
I went down to that town to receive them.

On the 25th the Indians arrived with three soldiers from the fort
of Carlos IIT in Arkansas who had been taken prisoners on the St.
Francis River on the 11th of January of this current year. Two of
them were our countrymen. Omne was from the boat of Monsieur
Lafon. The other had been taken with the three soldiers. They also
delivered to me another soldier by the name of Fernando Vivero,
belonging to the second company of the first battalion of the Regi-
ment of the Prince, who had been taken by Colbert and three of his
Indian sons at Mobile on the 5th of June 1780, together with the
second sergeant, Juan del Castillo, and corporal of the first class,
Josef Yndigo. The two belong to the same regiment. The sergeant,
after being kept for two months in the Chickasaw nation, was sent
to Pensacola, which still belonged to the English. The corporal was
always in the possession of Colbert. The aforementioned soldier,
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after being for two years in captivity, was restored by the Chickasaws
with whom he was found by our Indians.

I also wish to advise Your Lordship that [certain Chickasaws] have
come to reiterate their desire for peace. They wish to become our
allies [torn] and again request peace from our august sovereign.
Six chiefs [torn] and five Chickasaw Indians, in the name of their
[torn] chief Panimataja (who is complete master among them) and
all the nation, have assured me that, in accordance with my ex-
pressed desire, they would render no aid whatever to the rebels and
pirates who have found refuge in their territories. They also gave
assurance that they would do everything within their power to expel
the bandits from their nation and that they would make efforts to
clear the banks of this river of all the evil doers who infest it. They
stated that in everything which they did they would endeavor to show
their sincere affection for the Spaniards, thus demonstrating definitely
how far the English were from possessing their friendship which
they had before. Finally they asserted that their good conduct would
be in conformity with all they promised.

With the assurance of good conduct given to me by the Chickasaw
nation and in view of the great evidence of sincerity, I responded
by assuring those of the party who were speaking to me, that if they
carried into effect what they proposed, they would find that our
friendship would be reciprocal and generous. I made them a gift
suitable to what the present circumstances called for, and to the in-
dispensable necessity which we have of retaining their good will by
making them presents, for it is necessary to bring this nation to our
alliance by all means possible. This will enable us thereby to reduce
the rebels and pirates who live there. I have likewise recompensed
the Loup, Peoria, and Kaskaskia Indians, who were employed in
this expedition. They were so happy that publicly in the conference
Ihad with them they repeatedly begged that opportunities be afforded
so that they might make evident the desires they have of sacrificing
themselves in the service of Spain, under whose sovereignty they con-
sidered themselves happy. Your Lordship may take into account
that the Chickasaw nation was undecided whether to give its hand
to the rebels or follow our party, and renew the alliance which had
been previously made with me, as I have already made known to
the general government. The experience acquired in these territories
as to the character and temperament of the Indians has been of
distinet value in that I am able to avail myself of all the strategies
and subterfuges. I adopted one of the most efficacious means I have
of dealing with all the Indians of this immense continent, in order
to have the Chickasaw nation on my side. I knew that this nation
has carried on war with all the others who live on the Mississippi
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River, and on the bank of Illinois, particularly with the Kicka-
poos and Mascoutens who are those [torn] most feared by the Chicka-
saw nation [torn]. Consequently, as soon as I learned of the seizure
of the boats of [torn] Labadia and of Lafon, secretly and in a cautious
manner I ordered brought together a considerable party of Kickapoo
and Mascouten Indians, and I urged them to make war upon the
Chickasaws and the rebels. I told them that the latter [torn] who
were in this nation had captured the boat on which there were presents
for all the Indians of this district, and that it was necessary that
they avenge a theft which was against themselves. A proposition of
this kind, which aroused the enmity they bear the Chickasaw nation,
and which was accompanied by a present adapted to the end I had
in view, fired their spirits to such a degree that without the slightest
delay they set out to attack the Chickasaws and the rebels, spurred
on by the desire of revenge which always animates them.

This party has not yet returned, but I expect them from day to
day. I feel assured that the minute the Chickasaws perceived that
this party was in their land and making their incursions, they were
filled with fear and did not dare to go out on the hunt in order to
supply their families. Knowing full well that only I could put an
end to a war which seemed directed anew against them, they resolved
to deliver to our Indians, the Loups, Peorias, and Kaskaskias, the six
aforementioned prisoners, who were the only ones in their power,
for all others were held by the rebels. The great chief Panimataja
also ordered that all our prisoners who escape, and flee from the habi-
tations of the said rebels, and seek refuge in his nation, shall be taken
in. They shall be received kindly and shall be protected until such
time as they can be forwarded.

Immediately the party and the Chickasaw chief whom I have men-
tioned above came to see me and begged me publicly, in the name
of all the nation, to offer forcible intervention and endeavor to pacify
the nations of the Mississippi and the banks of the Illinois who
seemed to desire the renewal of a war, from which they wished to
free themselves, since their towns already were carrying on hostilities
with difficulty. When I attained my objective, which was to intimi-
date the Chickasaws, I told them that the nations of the Mississippi
and the Illinois, seeing that they had permitted a band of brigand
rogues, in their presence and before their eyes, to take the boat in
which the presents for them were being conveyed, had become angered
both against these brigands and the Chickasaws. As a consequence,
had I not held back various large parties, the thefts committed by
those Indians in the Chickasaw villages, the destruction by fire, and
the bloodshed, would have been enormous.

However, once they promised me to do everything I asked of them,



b4 SPAIN IN THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY

I also would actively endeavor to procure for them the peace that they
desired. I expressed assurance that I would accomplish everything
I wished, because all the nations whose valor they fear, obey my
orders, and follow my will. In proof of this I promised to set free
and send to their villages the Chickasaw prisoners who are still
among the [torn] Kickapoo and Mascouten nations and wish to leave,
provided that the Chickasaw nation acts as I desire.

I do not know how to express to Your Lordship the satisfaction
that my reply caused them, the thanks that they rendered to me, and
the happiness that the said Indians felt upon being restored to their
homes.

'With this cunning means and others which I have employed and
which I use according to the occasion, accompanied always by some
present (a thing always indispensable), I have succeeded up to the
present time in bringing a number of nations to our alliance. There
have been indeed so great a number that many of the nations more
remote and friendly to the English (as is well known) who only
knew the Spanish by name, now come to this town of St. Louis to
solicit our friendship and protection and to offer to carry into effect
everything that I suggest.

As many circumstances have occurred since the seizure of the boat
of Labadia which have not been included herein, in order not to tire
Your Lordship, I have ordered Captain Don Jacobo Du Breuil to
communicate everything to you, for he has knowledge of everything
that has happened since his arrival at these settlements. Many times
I have employed him upon different commissions for the royal service.
which he has always satisfactorily carried out with the zeal and
activity his natural talent and military acumen have given to him.
I place everything before Your Lordship for your information
in order that I may receive the approbation which I desire.

May God preserve the life of Your Lordship many years.

St. Louts or Yrinumses, August 8, 1782.

Your devoted servant kisses the hand of Your Lordship.

Fran©, Cruzar (Rubric)

GrmaresT TO CAGIGAL
August 22, 178227

. Most Excellent Sir.

My Dear Sm: I have received the official letter of Your Excellency,
dated the 27th of the past month, in which you kindly transmit to
me the one which His Excellency Don Bernardo de Galvez wrote

87 AGI, PC, leg. 1304.
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to you under date of June 23. This pertains to the fact that it was
reported in Jamaica that seven vessels had sailed for Pensacola.
The rest of its contents has also been noted.

May God guard Your Excellency many years.

Mosir, August 22, 1782.

Most Excellent Sir, your most attentive servant kisses the hand
of your Excellency.

Hexrique Grimarest (Rubric)

Most Excellent Sefior Dox JuaN MANUEL DE CAGIGAL.

CacreaL To MRS
August 30, 1782 28

I am informed by the official letter of Your Lordship of June 15,
last, that you had scheduled your march to the post of Natchez for
the 17th of the same month and of the reasons for taking only 100
men to suppress and punish the malcontents in the locality. '

God keep Your Lordship many years.

Havana, August 30, 1782.

Juan Man®, pE Cacrean (Rubric)
Sefior Dox EsteBAN MiR6.

Porrock To M1rd
September 4, 178220

(Copy) Philadelphia, 4t Septr 1782
Drear Sir

I have the happiness to acquaint you of my safe arrival here
last Month, at which time I had the honour of delivering your Letters
to His Excellency the President, and your Letter to Don Francisco
Rendon, answer to the Letter you have now enclosed. And the
former will answer you as soon as the Delegates for the State of
Virginia, shall point out to him, in what way, when, & where, they
intend discharging that Debt. This Business is now in contemplation,
And T expect to inclose you his Excellencys answer upon this sub-
ject, by a good conveyance which will go direct from here for your
Place next Month if the British Fleet leaves our Coast as expected,
but in the mean time you may please assure the holders of the Bills
upon France, that nothing in the compass of my Power shall be
wanting in forwarding the Speedy Payment of those Bills, and that
though the Finance of these States are just now low (from the
superiority and success of the Enemy by Sea against our Com-

8 AGI, PC, leg. 151-1.
® AGI, PC, leg. 2370 (English).



56 SPAIN IN THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY

mercial Navigation) I hope to succeed so that they will have Funds,
or a Credit proposed here by the latter end of this Year to be
forwarded to some part of Europe to pay them, as all other attempts
to send Funds your way just now, would be very precarious & un-
certain, and the Captures made upon our Vessells from this Conti-
nent is now so great, that no reasonable Insurance can be got, and
therefore in all probability it would only be putting Money upon
a very critical situation to attempt sending anything by Sea just
now—

The Rumors of Peace one day, and of War the next, has been
the topic of the news here since my arrival, but nothing yet certain,
further than from appearances. The Enemy seems inclined to leave
Charles Town & New York, Gen'. Rochambeau with the French
Army passed here a few days ago, in good health & great spirits,
to join Gen!. Washington & his Army (Near New York) which is
now more powerful than at any Period since the War commenc’d,
in short we fear nothing by Land—

Please do me the Honor to present my Respects to your good
family, and believe me to be with my best wishes for your & their
Health & Happiness

Sir
Your m® Devoted Humble Servt.
OLE, PoLLOCK
His Honor Estevax pE Miro

INEABITANTS oF TaxcHIPIzHO TO THE CoMMANDANT OF NEW ORLEANS.
September 8, 1782 2

Worrry Sir: We make bold to informe your Excelence that we
are under some Apprehensions of an Insult from the Indions: on
account of one that was beat and afterward Died in Galviz Toun
the Indions tels us that there is a great number of Indions Going
to Galviz Toun for revenge and intends to call on us and to kill
our cows cut our corn and take a scalp before they return We
shall Dispatch a Indion to Galviz Toun to Acquant M*. Maxunt
of their unsivel Visit

Taxcurerao. September ™8, 1782
These Sent by the Desier of the inhabitants of Tanchipiho
[Addressed:]

To His Excellence the Commandant of New Orlands.

20 BL, (English).
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ReporT on THE MissioN or PAULOUS T0 THE CHICRASAWS
[September, 1782]%

Paulous, Spanish great medal chief of the Choctaw nation of the
Small Part whom I sent with a letter, and the talk for Payemataha,
great chief of the Chickasaw nation, reports the following as his
reply:

He had been well-received by the Chickasaws and seven different
nations, friends of the Spaniards who at that time were there to per-
suade them to take the side of the Spaniards, and at the same time
make peace with them. The names of these nations were as follows:
Abenaqui, Shawnee, Kaskaskia, Kickapoo, and Ouhiatanon. They
had formerly attacked the Chickasaws.

Payemataha took the letter, but as there was no one who could
explain to him its contents, they were stated to him in Spanish by
the Choctaw chief who was in charge of it.

Payemataha will not go to Natchez immediately because he has
been ill for some time. However, just as soon as his health improves,
he will gather together the chiefs in order to go with them, and he
will send his brother to me with some warriors, in the hope that I
shall give them some munitions, in view of the fact that for some
time past he has embraced friendship with the Spaniards. The Eng-
lish who were formerly among the Chickasaws are now established
in the forests from whence they can not go out because the Americans
would cut them off. '

Payemataha is deeply moved by the occurrence on the Mississippi
River, wherein Colbert intercepted the boats which were going up to
Ylinueses. When this happened, his brother was making prepara-
tions to go to Mobile, but suspended the journey, being fearful that he
might be accused of having had a hand in the deed. The Chickasaws
are poor, and there are no other white people except the Spaniards
who can supply their necessities.

The two prisoners taken two years before at Mobile had been sent
toward the north by Colbert. Many English traders and refugees
from Natchez at the time of the rebellion had gathered together on
the Piedras River with Turnbull.

Colbert, with several Englishmen and some soldiers, was seventy-
nine leagues from the Chickasaws toward the east. According to
the statement, he is about at the Petit Bea on the upper Tombighee
River.

In the neighborhood of the place where the English took the boat
of Madame Cruzat there are deposited a hundred barrels of brandy,
much gun powder, blankets and other goods. They carry on com-

a1 BL.
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merce at that point with the Indian nations, but there was no ball
nor cloth.

They did not wish to sell goods to the Chickasaws because they
were keeping them for their own urgent requirements.

Hexrique Grivarest (Rubric)

O’Nemr 1o CAGIGAL
September 23, 1782 32

Most Excellent Sir:

My Drar Sm: I enclose to Your Excellency the copy of a letter
from Don Juan Marten, who calls himself Governor of Savana. The
said letter was delivered to me eight days ago by the chief of the
great medal of the town of Talesi, belonging to the Indian tribe of
the Creeks. By it Your Excellency will be informed as to the evacu-
ation of the said capital by the British troops on the 12th of July.
It is the only information brought by these Indians who daily appear
in greater numbers asking for gifts. ’

I place myself at the orders of Your Excellency hoping that God
may guard your life many years.

Prensacora, September 23, 1782.

Most Excellent Sir, your most attentive servant kisses Your Hx-
cellency’s hand. -
Axrturo O’NEnL (Rubric)
Most Excellent Sefior Dox JuaAN MANUEL DE CAGIGAL.

Pavao to Mird
September 23, 1782 33

My Drear S, Most Berovep anp Reseeorep Camr:  Between ten
and eleven yesterday I learned unofficially that the post of Galveston
was to be attacked by the Choctaw Indians, and that the command-
mant of the post had caused all the women to be taken out and sent
to the coast of Iberville. In confirmation of this news, at that very
hour the civil commandmant of the coast of Iberville, Don Nicolas
de Berbuais, sent a Negro to seek the sergeant of militia belonging to
this fort. With the same Negro he sent word to me that Galveston
was to be attacked by the Indians.

In order to assure myself of the truth and details of the matter, I
immediately despatched a soldier to that garrison, and wrote to that
commandant. I am now awaiting the result. In the meantime I

2 AGI, PC, leg. 1304.
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have ordered that four of the militiamen quite near to the fort should
come armed at nightfall so as to have two sentinels, and not suffer
any surprise attack. I have ordered the civil commandant to go to
the coast of Iberville and have the militia in readiness so as to be
able to go with them wherever necessity may demand. I have like-
wise informed Don Francisco Bouligny who is for the present acting
military commandant of the city of New Orleans.

That is all that has occurred which I am able to communicate to
Your Lordship. This is the first opportunity that has presented itself
where anyone is going past Las Arcas.

May God preserve Your Lordship the many and happy years that
I desire and of which I have need.

September 23, 1782.

Your most attentive servant kisses the hand of your Lordship.

Marrin Pavao (Rubric)

Sefior Dox Estevan MIzr6.

MaxeNT TO BoULIGNY
September 24, 1782 34

My Dear Masor: By this letter I inform you that yesterday at
ten in the morning three Indians of the Choctaw nation came to this
post. They said they were going to the Mississippi, but after their
departure they went to the house of a German inhabitant, whom they
forced to give them food. Not satisfied with this, when they were
leaving, they stole some of his chickens after having done the same to
another inhabitant. A Negro who serves as interpreter told me that
these same Indians said we are trembling with fear, and that Spain
was not good, because it killed them with hunger and did not give
them anything to eat thus making it necessary for them to steal in
order to live.

I assure you, Major, that although there are many things lacking
for defense of this post, I do not wish to bother you on this occasion
for I believe that our colonel will pass by this way, and then I shall
learn what I am to do. I had it in mind to send to the town all the
Indians of this nation who came here, but I do not wish to do any-
thing without the opinion of my superiors. For this reason I have
begged my colonel to come down to this post, and I also desire that he
may see in what a good state I have the fort.

May our Lord keep you many years.

GavLvesTowN, September 24, 1782.

I kiss your hand. Your most attentive servant,

Axronto Maxent (Rubric)
Sefior Dox Fraxcisco BouLiaNyY.

8 BL.
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CorLeurT TO MRS
October 6, 178235

CrickEsaw NaTion 6% Octob’. 1782

Se: I Receivd yours of the 29 July this day Wherein you
mention as follows Concerning the late Inhabitants of the Notches
which you term as Reb[els] & Signifys in your [letter] As I har-
bourd them Rebles. Now Sir you ought to be the last Person that
Should Ever mention Anything of that Nature to me when you
Upheld Mr. Willing in Robing & plundering the Inhabitants on the
Missisippy, before war was Ever declared between the Crown of
great Brittain & his Catholick majesty notwithstanding I never mein
to Uphold Or harbour Rebles of any kind. for those People that left
the notches I do not Look Upon them as Rebles Neither do I emagine
they were Ever your Subjects therefore I can but look on them as
Other Inglish Subjects. you Signify in your Letter As though I had
no right to go to war without an Authaurity. I would have you to
know that I have As much Authority to destress my kings Enymys
as you have to mantain Notches Or Any Other place in behalf of
your King therefore The Prisoners I now have & any others I may
take you may depend I shall look on as prisoners of war & keep Them
as Such till proper Exchanges are made for them. I am well Satis-
fyed with your Humanity in Regard of not Setting the Indians on
white People. I have prevaild with my Indians to make Peace both
with you & the Americans & with all The world as it is proper that
no Indians ought to interfare with what Concerns None but white
[people]. As for the white People that left Notches I much blame
them for not Remaining in Peace till war was desided between great
Brittain & Spain. Do not think that Cap® Blommart had no Au-
thority for what he did for he as well as many others had from Gen!.
Campbell— Therefore I desire you will Return the Prisoners I wrote
for, & at the same time I shall Return those I have here. If not I
shall detain them As Such further orders—I shall Send Mons".
Laffunt to his Parents as he is a youth I wish well & having No Oppor-
tunity of Education here I would not wish to keep him. I hope you
will make Some Retalliation to the Indian that takes him in— If you
should have Any Occation to write Any More to me Please to write
in Inglish or send an Interpreter with it having none here.

I am Sir Yours & C*

JamEes CoLBURT
Capt®. in his Majestys Sev.

[Addressed :]

Mons'. AxTEN MIro att Natches.

% BL, (English).
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Resorution or CoNcress RELATIVE
T0 Porrock’s Accounts 3¢

By
Tar Unirep States ix CONGRESS ASSEMBLED
October 22, 1782

The Committee to whom was referred a Letter of the 18t of Sep-
tember from Oliver Pollock—Report—

“That having examined sundry Letters and Papers which they
Submit to the consideration of Congress, they are of opinion that
M. Pollock’s accounts with the United States and those with the
State of Virginia, are in some cases complicated in such manner, that
the settlement of the former must necessarily be deferred till that of
the latter is perfected ; wherefore as well from the want of some neces-
sary information from Governor Galvez, Mr. Pollock’s accounts with
the United States must for the present be left open : that M. Pollock
appears to have exerted himself with much zeal and industry as
Commercial Agent of the United States at New Orleans: that he also
appears to have advanced large sums out of his private fortune, and
to have contracted large debts with the Subjects of his Catholic
Majesty, partly for the service of the United States and partly for
the service of the State of Virginia: that public faith, justice and
humanity require that the sundry accounts should be liquidated and
the balances paid, or least security given for payment of the same
whenever the State of our public funds shall render it practicable:
that therefore it be recommended to the State of Virginia, to cause
the Accounts of Mr. Pollock with that State, to be adjusted with
as much dispatch as may be practicable, in order that Mr. Pollock’s
accounts with the United States may also be adjusted”

Whereupon
Resolved
That Congress agree to the said Report.

CuA. THOMSON Secy.

SrPANISH OVERTURES TO THE CHICKASAWS
October 24, 178237

Account of that which was reported by the Indian messenger who
arrived the 24th of October, 1782, sent by the Chiefs of the Choctaw
nation named Tascapilacho and Panchefalabe.

He states that the above-named chiefs, having taken the white flag
and the letters of the governor to the Chickasaw nation, arrived at

% AGI, PC, leg. 2370 (English).
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the cabin of Paymataa, principal chief of this nation, but found only
his brother Tascapatapo, or Red King, who is also a chief of great
importance. He received with great satisfaction the flag and letters
that were presented to him. Immediately he gathered together all
the greatest warriors, and even the women and boys of his village;
he told them that the white road which they so desired was at hand,
and that the flag which he held in his hand was the sure symbol of
a peace that they had proposed and desired for such a long time.
Not being able for the present to come with the chiefs who were con-
veying the flag and letters, they all begged that in their name they
should advise the great Spanish chief that, having made peace with
the Americans, they had sent their brother Paymataa and another
chief to make peace with the Cherokees and Talapoosas. As soon as
they returned, they would come by water and by land to take the
hand of the great Spanish chief, confirming the peace which they con-
sidered already made and assured, taking with them and delivering
all the prisoners that there were in this nation whom they regarded
as brothers. They, however, could not say whether it would be car-
ried out in a month or two, or in the middle of winter. Only the
return of Paymataa could decide the time; but notice would be given
by a messenger, when they were to begin their journey.

(Rubric of Pedro Piernas)
Prernas To MRS
October 28, 1782 38

My Drar Sm: Since the departure of Your Lordship from this
post, nothing new has occurred which merits your attention, unless
it be the arrival of an Indian from the Choctaw nation, sent by the
chiefs, Tascapilacho and Panchefalabe, in order to advise Your Lord-
ship of the matters included in the account which I herewith enclose
for your information. He was sent so that you may know the excellent
effect that was produced, as is herein manifest, by the commission
which Your Lordship gave to the aforementioned chiefs as emissaries
bearing the propositions of Your Lordship to the Chickasaw nation
with a view of establishing peace, and also to tell you of the other
matters that were part of their commission and of which they were
duly instructed.

Likewise, after his departure, there arrived three or four parties
from the various villages of the Choctaw nation with their chiefs,
who came to see Your Lordship. I received them in the best possible
manner, and sent them away content, with a small present given
to each one of the aforesaid parties. As soon as anything oceurs,

88 BL.
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I shall communicate it to Your Lordship whose life I beg that God
may spare us many years.

NarcuEzZ, October 28, 1782.

Your servant kisses the hand of Your Lordship.

Pepro PrErnas (Rubric)
Sefior Don EsTteEvaN MIRS.

Mzgs. Porrock To M4
October 29, 1782 39

New Orreans October 29th 1782
Stephen Miro Esq™.
Sir

I hope that the Cause will be a sufficient Apology for the Liberty
I take—Before M*. Pollocks departure, he disposed of the House I
now live in to M. Durel, reserving the upper part and the Kitchen
for my Use until the Month of April and M*. Durel has disposed of
it with the Same Conditions to M*. McCarty, who has thought proper
since he has purchased it, to send his Negroe Wench to tell me openly
in the Street that it was her Masters Orders that I should go out of
the House & to keep a Number of Negroes Continually about me;
They have not only insulted me Personally but have Beat my Servants
severely, I have sent repeated complaints to M*. McCarty but to no
Effect.

I am Sensible the Laws of Humanity and I presume to Say, no other
Laws whatever can Vindicate such unjustifiable Treatment; And Sir,
the knowledge I have of your known Universal good Character re-
moves from me every doubt of having that Justice render’d me; which
is due to a woman.

My best Respects wait upon your lady and Family while I remain

Sir Your most obedt. Servant

Marearer Porrock

Haxson To M1r6
October 31,1782 40

PranapereaIa 871% October 1782
S1r,

I had the honor to receive the two letters which your Excellency
was pleased to write on the 4!* of May and address to M*. McKean,
my Predecessor, respecting Mr. Oliver Pollock. I immediately com-
municated them to the United States in Congress assembled. The

0 AGI, PC, leg. 2370 (English).
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inclosed Resolution will satisfy your Excellency of the good disposi-
tion of Congress and of their firm determination to do Justice to
Mr. Pollock, and as soon as possible enable him to satisfy the demands
of those subjects of his Catholic Majesty who have so generously
aided him in his services for the United States.

I pray God to have you in his holy keeping, and grant you hap-
piness and success in the administration of your Government.

I have the honor to be, with due respect, Your Excellency’s Most
obedient, Very humb. Sert.

Jourx Hansow
His Excellency StepaEN Miro Governor of Louisiana

Porrocx To Mird
November 1, 1782 #*

PuravereuIA Ist November 1782
DEear Sir
The Inclosed from His Excellency the President of Congress will
inform Your Excellency of the disposition that Congress has for
setling and paying my Accounts, and reimbursing the moneys ad-
vanced me by your Subjects of which and your Good offices to me
while at your place Congress retains the highest kind of Gratitude.
It only remains now to inform your Excellency that I set off this
moment for Virginia to accomplish the business.
Pray God protect you and your Good Family many years.
I remain with all due Respect,
Sir Your Most Obedient and Most Hum"'e, Servant
OLR, Porrock (Rubric)
His Excellency StepueEN Miré Esquire.

Mzgs. Porrocx To M6
November 12,1782 4%

New OrLEANS 127 Nov" 1782

Sir

The following is the Treatment that I received from M*. Macarty,
he has thought Proper to Infest me here with a Coopers Shop in the
Front of my Lodgings, and a band of Negroes, that has Insulted me
and beat my Servants. In the office under my room he has Constantly
either a banditty of Whites or a number of Insupportable Savages
the noise of which no human Creature can bear. During the time of
my Indisposition in Child bed, I repeatedly sent message after mes-
sage begging of him Intermission of the Noise, but it Appears that

a4 AGI, PC, leg. 2370 (English).
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he is Destitute of all human feeling. Likewise the twelve Days my
Child was sick I repeatedly sent him Word of the Noise his Set made
& one Night at Eight O’clock I informed him of the Same, he sent
me word for Answer that his People was Quite Quiet.

He likewise sent his Negroe Wench to Insult me openly in the
street & tell me it was her Masters Orders that I should go out of his
House. I am much at a loss how to Account for this Treatment to
me. It istrue I did strike a Negroe boy of his, tho’ it was not half
the Punishment he Meritted.

I have nothing further to add—

Marcarer PorLLock

Pierwas o M1r6
November 23, 1782 43

Narcurz, November 23, 1782

My DEar Sir: There has just arrived at this fort, an Indian of the
Choctaw nation, who comes from the Yazoo River. He says that he
found there a party of forty Indians of the Chickasaw nation who
told him that they were going to cross over to the other side of the
river in order to attack the Biloxi, Pascagoula, and Cheto nations,
small in numbers, who reside in El Rapido. The aforesaid Indian,
being asked if he knew the reason why they were going to attack the
aforementioned nations, said that they told him those nations were the
only ones who had not sent them a collar in solicitation of peace as
the others had done.

This is a trivial reason, which does not merit attention, because
why should peace be asked for when they have never been at war?
What have the Chickasaws to fear from such small nations who are
so distant from them? I argued with him that it appeared hard to
believe that the Chickasaws should attempt by this attack to disturb
the very peace which they solicitated, for a chief of that nation has
gone to that capital in order to establish it. I doubt the story and
do not give it entire credence, but I call it to the attention of Your
Lordship so that, if it should be verified, you may make a charge
against the chief, and demand the satisfaction Whlch such unexpected
hostility calls for

May God preserve Your Lordship many years. Your devoted
servant kisses the hand of Your Lordship.

Pepro Prernas (Rubric)
Sefior Don EstEvAN MIRS.

¢ BL.
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Navarro To GALVEZ
December 4, 1782 +

No. 142.
Most Excellent Sir.

My Very Drar Sr: I have received a dispatch from the colonel of
the fixed regiment of this province, Don Estevan Miré, at present
interim governor thereof, instructing me to charter for the account
of the royal exchequer and arm for war the most suitable of the
ships in the roadstead, in order to avenge the insult to our flag by the
American brigantine, 7he Paty, whose captain is William Hayden.
While in this river, it seized the brigantine belonging to Don Antonio
Argote, which, with a passport from this government and a flag of
truce, had taken to London, in conformity with the capitulation of
Pensacola, some English families, and was returning home, as Your
Excellency will be more specifically informed by the governor him-
self. I, for my part, have not wished that such just intentions should
be without result.

For this reason and so that the royal service may not later experi-
ence the bad effect which would be produced by inaction, I have
chartered for the royal account, and provisioned with food, artillery,
and munitions, the French schooner named L’démable Julie, cap-
tained by Martin Robin, so that, with the sloop La Maneta of the
complement of this province, it might sally forth to execute the in-
structions of the governor.

All this was done with the speed demanded, as in less than three
hours they had already set sail, manned by both troops and crews,
for descent of the river.

I bring this to Your Excellency’s attention, so that if the expedi-
tion does not succeed in overtaking the aggressor brigantine and the
flag of truce vessel in order to punish the former for its territorial
infraction against the laws of our sovereignty, I may obtain through
Your Excellency by the mercy of His Majesty the approval I desire.

May Our Lord guard Your Excellency many years.

NEew OrLEANS, December 4, 1782.

Most Excellent Sir, your most attentive servant kisses your hand.

Marrin Navarro (Rubric)

Most Excellent Sefior Dox Josg pe GALvEz.

(Attached to the foregoing)
No. 145.
Most Excellent Sir.
My Very Dear Smr: The vessels of the expedition which I had
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the honor, in my previous No. 142, of reporting to Your Excellency,
set out in search of the American brigantine, 74e¢ Paty; but, doubt-
less due to strong winds blowing from the north, it left the coast
taking its prize to Boston, its home port.

Although the plans of the government have not attained the de-
sired object of overtaking it, they have at least shown the speed and
efficacy with which action is taken in matters that so demand and that
are related to the service of His Majesty.

I report to Your Excellency for your superior information.

May Our Lord guard Your Excellency many years.

New OrLEANS, January 13, 1783.

Most Excellent Sir, your most attentive servant kisses your hand.

Martin Navarro (Rubric)
Most Excellent Sefior Dox Jos& pe GALvez.

MaxeNT TO MIRG
December §, 1782 *5
To the Governor Ad Interim.

My Dear Sir: Placing myself at the orders of Your Lordship,
I proceed to advise you that there are at present at this place more
than four hundred Indians of the Choctaw nation, not taking into
account those who have gone down to that capital. These have
announced that about fifteen hundred Choctaws are ready to come
in a few days. Their intention is that they shall be taken care of
for they have nothing to eat. I have been exceedingly disturbed
because of the increased expense that this occasions, as there have
been many nations to whom I have given without knowing whether
the royal treasury will be able to reimburse me.

Every hour of the day I am in receipt of complaints from the
inhabitants saying that the Indians are stealing everything they can
find. They even enter their homes to steal their provisions. I am
not the least of those who have suffered, for in my own home they
have broken into the storehouses and have stolen more than twenty
barrels of maize, and an equivalent of forty barrels of potatoes.
When I have remonstrated with them for these injuries, they have
done nothing except laugh and have paid no attention whatever.
When they go outside the fort, it is even worse. I believe that by
the coming year the inhabitants will be absolutely prevented from
getting any crop as the Indians burn down all the barriers or
fences of their habitations without paying any attention to their
remonstrances.

4 BL.
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I beg Your Lordship to advise me what I should do, because
within fifteen days there will be so many here that we shall be unable
to cope with them. This will be even more difficult upon their
return from that capital to their homes.

Your Lordship may now determine whether the account I gave
you last year has not come true, for this is the most critical passage
for the Indians now, and it is likely to be worse in the future
because many are now coming who formerly did not know the road.
My chiefs did not wish to listen to me, for they said that the Indians
had never passed through here.

I am sending to Your Lordship the names of the Indian chiefs
who have committed the outrages in this post, as also those who
have conducted themselves well and who have my passport. The
latter are Thistinatla, chief of the small medal, from the Boug-
toucoulou nation, Payemastave, chief of the gorget from the Evita-
bucula nation, Paymengo, chief of the gorget from the Buctuculu
nation, and Mingo Pouscouch, another chief of the gorget from the
Mobilatocha nation. Will Your Lordship see to it that the former
are duly reprimanded, mentioning the outrages they have committed
in this post.

May God preserve the life of Your Lordship many years.

GarvesToN, December 5, 1782.

Your most respectful servant kisses the hand of Your Lordship.

Axronto MaxenT (Rubric)
Sefior Dox EstrEvaxy Mirb.

Rresorution or Vireinia House or DreLrgaTES
December 27, 1782 48

In the House or DELEGATES
The 27th of December 1782.

Resorv'p, that the Accounts of Oliver Pollock be liquidated agree-
able to the recommendation of the Executive upon the Settlement
made by their Commissioners, Sampson Mathews and Merriwether
Smith Esqrs and paid in Manner following, ten Thousand Dollars
immediately, and Certificates passed for the remainder of his Ac-
counts bearing Interest at the rate of six p Cent per annum to wit
ten Thousand dollars payable the first day of January, One thousand
seven Hundred & eighty four, Ten' thousand Dollars the first day
of January, One Thousand Seven Hundred and Fighty five, and
the Ballance in Certificates with the like Interest payable in four
years from the date thereof Provided that the Issuing of Certificates
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for one half the amount of the said accounts be postponed untill
the said Oliver Pollock finds such security as may be approved of
by the delegates representing this State in Congress for the Indemni-
fication of the state from any demands for the bills drawn by him
on Penette, Dacosta Freres & Cov.
Test. Jorxn Brcrrey CHD
1782 Decem. 28th
Agreed to by the Senate
Wi Drew Ct a Copy
Test.
Signed Jounx Brcrrey CHD

CaBELLO TO PIERNAS
Janvary 13, 1783 47

My Dear Sir: In the monthly mail which arrived at this place
the 8th of the present month, I have received in the correspondence
from my commandant general the recommendations which have
been made to me for the province’s administration. I herewith
enclose them for Your Lordship.

Because of these recommendations, I feel obliged to place before
Your Lordship certain facts. The Indians of the Lipan nation who
are here passing as our friends have made a great union and cele-
brated peace with the Indians of the Tonkawa nation with whom
they had been waging a continuous war. This peace was made in
a great meeting which they held about the middle of the month of
last November. Several Indians from the Texas nation, and the
greater number of the Arkokisas, Mayeyes, Cocos, and Bidais also
came to it. All of these engaged in a great bartering in gunpowder,
ball, and some guns, for mules and horses. which the Lipans steal
not only in this jurisdiction and in that of La Bahia del Espiritu
Santo, but likewise in the towns of the provinces of Coahuila, the
Kingdom of Nuevo Leén, and the colony of Santander. I have
investigated where these last mentioned nations provide themselves
with articles which, were they to pass into the hands of the Lipans,
might cause us most deplorable ruination. I am informed that
they obtain them when they go to the towns of Orcoquizac,
Attakapas, and Opelousas.

From the observations made to me by my commandant general
relative to this matter, I feel it incumbent upon me to acquaint
your Lordship with the facts in order that you may make the neces-
sary provisions so that in the aforesaid towns no gunpowder, guns,
nor ball shall be given to these Indians, nor that any trader carrying

47 BL.
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such goods shall leave them. It is certain that the munitions
fall into the hands of the Lipans and Tonkawas who have caused
us incalculable damage. This happens particularly when we attempt
to pursue and punish them for their many thefts of horses. They
should not be permitted to establish themselves, as they are, on the
Guadalupe, Colorado, and Brazos de Dios rivers in the eastern sec-
tion of these territories under the guise of a false peace with us.
If they are permitted to do this, they will carry on their barter in
arms and munitions with the Arkokisa, Bidai, Mayeye, and Coco
Indians.

For the better accomplishment of this object I beg that you issue
orders upon this occasion to Don José Marfa de Arman and Don
Francisco Rose, who are entrusted with the supplying of provisions
to the friendly Indians of this province, instructing them that noth-
ing be allowed to the Tonkawa, Texas, Yatasi, Hasinai, Ais, and
Nacogdoche Indians, because from their hands all kinds of goods
pass to the tribes of the coast, and from the latter to the Tonkawas
and Lipans. From these conditions I can assure Your Lordship that,
in view of the present system, the most deplorable consequences
may result.

1, therefore, would permit them only to trade with the Tawakonis,
Flechas, Taovayas, Wichitas, and Yscanis because these have given
us proofs of their sincere friendship, and because I have positive
proof that about the middle of December they have had a clash on
the Colorado River with the Lipans and Tonkawas. It is desirable
for the service of the King and the peace of these provinces to
stimulate this disagreement as much as possible and to punish to
the utmost degree the unbelievable daring of the Lipans and
Tonkawas. I have found it extremely important that the friendly
nations shall be placed under arms and that these nations of the
North shall be provided with the munitions which will lead to a
continuance of war with the Lipans and Tonkawas. I expect from
the zeal of Your Lordship that you may contribute to the happy
outcome of this intention. Your Lordship may depend upon my
desire to serve you to the utmost, and I beg God to preserve the
life of Your Lordship many years.

Sax Axtonto e Bexawr, January 13, 1783.

Your most devoted servant kisses the hand of Your Lordship.

Feo e 0

_ DomO. Caperro (Rubric)
Sefior Dox Prpro PrerNas.
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Mgrs. Porrock 10 GENTLEMEN OF THE COUNCIL
January 26, 1783 43

I Return the Honorable Gentlemen of the Council thanks for their
Polite Invitation, & am Extremely Sorry that I cannot do myself the
Honor of going to their Ball.

I have the Honor to be Gentlemen Your most obed®. Servant

MaraT. PoLrock

New ORrLEANS, 26 Jan™ 1783

Boupizor 1o M1rS
March 3, 1783 4

PrmapeLpHIA 3¢ March 1783
Sir, ]

I have the honor to enclose the Duplicate of a letter addressed to
your Excellency by the Honorable John Hanson, the late President
of Congress and my Predecessor; and am, with great respect,

Your Excellency’s Most obedient Very humb. Ser*t.

Frias Boupivor (Rubric)
His Excellency StepEEN MIRO.

Rerort o New Brrrisa Camearew
March 9,1783 50
FROM THE RIVER OF THE Y AZ00S, the 9th of March, 1783.

Sm: I have received positive information from St. Augustine
through one Achenitaque to whom we had promised the medal. He
spent eight weeks at St. Augustine and arrived at the nation two
weeks ago. He confirms what he told you as to the English coming
back to Pensacola and Mobile, and that there was a very large number
of people expecting to go down the river to take the forts of Natchez
and Manchak as well as the city. There is nothing more certain than
that the English arrived at the nation with Monsieur Betune with
sufficient goods to do much harm. There are two traders who have
also arrived at the small part. Frenchin Incutabé arrived with one
who lives in his cabanane, and at the same place there is Soulier Rougé
of the Cushtusha, and Tabouquas of the Gros Tigre who are to come
with the blues. I think that Tomme Jem must have gone to the
Natchez because he was at the Choctaw nation at the end of the last
moon.
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The man who is bringing me all this news spoke to me of Captain
Lemare who is also returning to the Grand Gulf. He tells me that
Mr. Betune has told all savages that they could all draw the hatchet
at the Natchez and Mobile and steal the horses that belonged to the
King of England, and that they could eat them all. He reports that
there is nothing more certain than that there are large supplies at
St. Augustine that they were to bring to Pensacola, and that all the
Choctaws must go at the end of the month to get their present at
Mobile from the English for the Spaniards have given Mobile and
Pensacola to the English and the Americans have made peace with
the English. That is why they are to go down the river to take
Natchez, Manchack, and New Orleans. He also told me that the
English knew all the fortifications that were built at Natchez, and
that more than three hundred Chickasaws, men and women, left to
go to St. Augustine to get the present. The Chickasaws ate up all the
cows that the blues had at the Chickasaw nation and stole their horses.

Achenitaque tells me also that the Kickapoos were so numerous that
it was not possible to know their numbers and the Osages were in
great numbers too. He also tells me that they are tired of the prom-
ises of the Spaniards, for their men are without breeches and their
women are without petticoats. You may see by all these comings
and goings that all the nations are throwing themselves upon them.
I can only disagree with those who say that peace is going to return
there for they are too active. According to the news he is bringing
back, all sorts of nations were at St. Augustine.

There is one Manouabé called Castachas to whom had been given
the collars and the horsehair, and he went to St. Augustine where
he has received the collars from the English. His brother-in-law also
went there and received the gift to replace his present horsehair.
Moreover there are two captains of the Betabougoulasouchin who
gave up their collars and their commissions and the English did not
give them any others. I pray you to see to it that these rascals re-
ceive nothing more. He tells me also that the English who are at
Natchez have already received two letters to hold themselves ready
as soon as the third letter would arrive instructing them to take the
fort. He tells me also that Sieur Betune told him that the English
who were at the Natchez had surrendered to the Spanish for the
purpose of deceiving them once more and that, as soon as he would
send them the flag, they are still quite ready. Furthermore, all the
people who are among the Chickasaws send all of the news to
Natchez and they know all that goes on there and that the Americans
are to come without fail to take Natchez.

He tells me also that the Americans have conquered the Talapoosas
who have been obliged to make peace with them and give them back
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the Negroes, horses, and cattle which they took from them, and that
the Talapoosas were massacred with swords by American cavalry.
The Shawnees are <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>